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Hon. J. J. Holmes: Over a period of 25
years.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Yes. If the
opinion of mny friend is right, we have lost
£7,500,000. Suppose we could have ob-
taned 5q. a ton, we would have lost in
royalties £3,750,000 instead of a paltry
£E250,000.

Eon. J. Nicholson: May I suggest that
that has been saved as a result of the em-
bargo?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Exactly. The
point I wish to make is that if the Govern-
meat enters into any other ne~gotiations, it
should not he satisfied with 9d. a ton, hut
should obtain a much more substantial
royalty. If my friend's contention is right
and we should have had 10s., then during
thle next few years Western Australia would
have received £C7,500,000 royalty. This would
have shown that the North hlas- great pos5-
sibilities.

On motion by the Honorary M1inister, de-
bate adjourned.

Hourse adjourned at 8.33 p.m.

tcolislatve BEeoemb1le.
Tuesday, 27th September, 1938.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.ni., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STATE SHIPPING
SERVICE.

Ret irement of Manager.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM asked the Minister

representing the Chief Secretary: 1, Onl

what date was Mr. S. 8. G(hyde notified of
thle teirmination of his appointmuent as a-
ager of tihe -State ",liiHng Service OnL

ILccoLUI of his, reaching the retiring age?
2, Onl what date did he cowiiirann leave pre-
vious to retirement!

The MTNIWVEtI FOR RAILWAYS re-
pLied: 1, Alr. My&d was, stilt to England on
22nd ,June, 1930, in conniection with the
building of the iii.v. "IKoolanin." After his
return, onl the 17th November, 19136, he was
advise-d that his servies wonid he retained
uniilI the inl.v. "Kooi ima entered thle State
Shipping1 Service. P01 kiwi ri such advice,
lie was notified of the terarinaticjn of his
service onl the :30th May, 11138- 2, lst June,
1938.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.
I., Mortgagees' Rights Restricetion Act

Coniti Ila lice.
Introduced by 0te 3linister for Lands.

2, Fremantle Gas aind Coke Company's
Act Anmendmnent.

Introduced by the Minister for Works.
3, Auctioneers Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Mfinister for Justice.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1938-39.
177 Committee Of Supply.

Resumed from the '22nd September; Mr.
Sleeman in the Chair.

Vote-Lands and Surreys, L57,850:

HON. C. G. TATHAMW (York) [4.33]: I
had not intended to discuss the Lands Esti-
mates and was prepareod to leave it to other
members on the Country Party beaches to
advance what views they deemed necessary.
But the Minister, as usual, indicated that he
intended to draw some s9tatement from the
Leader of the Opposition. We endeavoured
to interrupt as little as possible during the
Minister's speech, but a small, innocent in-
terjection of mine resulted in his getting
%-ery cross. I regret that the Mlinister be-
comes offensive when he is cross. I com-
mend the Governmivnt for its actions in
writing down the value of properties, and I
certainly have no complaint to voice in that
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respect. Nor am I jealous because of what
the Government has done. In fact, there
wvas no alternative to adopting- other than
the action it took. Naturally the Gov-
ernient cannot continue to load farmers
with indebtedness to an extent that makes it
impossible for them to carry onl and pay in-
terest on the financial burden. What alter-
native could there be'? It could only be to
replace the present settlers with less quali-
tied farmers. In the circumstance, I am not
tire slightest bit annoyed, more particularly
as the Government did wvhatever any other
Government would have done in the circum-
stances. The Minister presented a very com-
prehensive review of the activities with
which his department is concerned, but
nevertheless indicated that he was a little
out of step with the Premier, who displayed
sonic optimism regarding the future. There
was anr undercurrent of pessimism through-
out the remarks of the Minister for Lands.
Oh' a truth he was entitled to be somewhat
pessimistic, when making a comparison be-
tween last year's results and the present
prospects of the agricultural industry.

about More than anything else is the value
of the production from the lands of the
Stante, and iii this respect the outlook for
%vool a ad wheat is anything hut bright. It
is true that during the last few days the
pricof wheat has improved somewhat. Thre
most remarkable thing is that the price for
Australian wheat onl the London market to-
day is higher than that of any other wheat
offering for sale in London. For the first
time over a1 long period Australian wvheat has
obtained a higher price than Canadian No.
3. Even now, however, it is very much be-
low a payable price. Wool being down to
9d. a lb., members will realise that it is im-
possible to expect that industry to be able
to pay its way in view of the fact that it has
been estimated by authorities that the cost
or producing wool in Australia is is. a lb.
With wool at 9d. a lb. and the cost of pro-
duction Is. a lb., and with wheat at 2s. 5'/2 d.
a bushel. and the cost of production at as.
to 3s. 4 at siding, the outlook for both in-
dustries is impossible. In aiddition, those
industries are being loaided with in-
creased taxation, not onily by the State but
by the Federal Governmnt as well. While
the Federal imposition may not he a direct
tax on the wheat industry, that industry is
indirectly greatly affected, because the cost
of production is increased. While prices

arc low there is a tendency to restrict the
areas under production. If prices are high,
there is an impetus to production. Large
areas of followed land on which a consider-
able amount of money has been spent.
cannot be thrown out of production
simply because the price of wheat hal-
pens to be low. Thle farmer has always
been a real. optimist from the day lie
took up his farm, otherwise he would not
have been able to continue operations against
the adverse conditions that have prevailed.
We cannot help but agree with the 'Minister
for Lands that the prospects are not very
bright for those two industries.

The dairying industry has considerably
iniproved and that inmprovemient has been
effected In', the e-stablIishmnent of a homne mice
for butter filt. This side of the I-ouse
advocated somec time ago that there
should lie a fixed price withini the State. We
said that thre price of butter fat should be
guaranteed at is. and if that were done the
producer wVould be in a happy position.
The price is 11ow considerably higher than
that, and it enables the producer to pay his

-ly ati, mlake nauch inure thlan whtei brrer
fat was Od. a lb. As we have assisted the
butter producer, tile whole-milk pro-
duepi and thle dried-fruits grower by legis-
lative enactment, we canl surely do some-
thing, to assist the wliatgrower in this
State and throughout Australia. To ask
the farmers, continually' to contribute, as
they have done, to the food supply of the
people at prices belowv thle cost of l)roduction
is unfair. We canl assist them by at home
consumuptioni price and I can assure the
Minister that when lie introduces legislation
to fix a1 home consumption p~rice lie will
have all possiIble support from this side of
thle House.

The Mlinister says that during the three
reals in which thre National Party Govern-
nent was in office that Government did noth-
ing. I point out to the Minister-though I
do not wvant to make him cross about it-
that it was inipossible for us to do anything
atat t ctg. fw had written dowii
the estates to the value that we might haove
considered reasonable, it would have still
been necessary for them to be written down
again. While the Minister claims he has

done a good job-and I have no quarrel in
respect of that-if prices remain as they are
I amr not at all sure that further writing
don will not he necessary. Western Aus-
tralia is not the only State that has had to
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write down. I pointed out by interjection
that Victoria has written off £15,000,000 in
its irrigation areas. That is a very large
sunm. I do not know what New South Wales
has written off the soldier settlements in its
irrigation area. New South Wales is in an
even worse condition than this State while
South Australia is also in a very bad way.
Wherever there has been forced settlement-
or wvhat I might call hot-house settlement-
large sumis of mnoney have had to be written
off. TPhis State is not particularly to blamec
for having bad to write off heavy indebted-
ness. That wvriting off was roadc necessary
by a certain set of circumstances over which
no Minister had any control. We could
have made ourselves popular while we were
in office by writing down the debts of the
farmer, but to have attempted such a 'thing
at that time would have been foolish in view
of what was ahead of us. The writing downa
was left to the present Government aud 1
have no quarrel about what it has done.
This year prices are low, but last year they
were what might be called fairly average
prices. Had the prices remained so, that
would have seemed to be the psychological
time to have written down the debts and
placed the farmer in a position to wip)e off
his indebtedness. Wheat was formerly some-
where about 5s. a bushel. For the last year
it will probably have averaged 3s. 6(1. With-
out kniow'ing what is ahead of us, we mnay
estimate that this year it will be somewhere
about 2s. or 2s. 6d. One feels that if con-
ditions had improved sufficiently to enable
the good prices to be maintained, that would
have been the right time to place the farmer
in a position to mneet his indebtedness and
give him a ray of hope for the future.

Every time wve say that a good deal of
that indebtedness was created during the
period in which the 'Minister was in con-
trol, he becomes very cross. 1 intend to
show the H-ouse that there is no doubt about
it. The expenditure on the South-West and
some agricultural areas was incurred during
his term. He refered to the migration and
land settlement agreement that was made by
the National Government and said that that
agreement had to be cardied out by his Gov-
ernment. I have before me the papers deal-
ing with that agreement. It is true that an
agreement was entered into in 1922 and
signed in February, 1923, between the Pre-
mier of the dlay and the Imperial authorit-
tics for the expenditure of a sum not ex-
ceeding six million pounds for the purpose

of land settlement in the South-West por-
tion of the State. The agreement set out
very clearly what the responsibilities of the
Imperial authorities would be, and also re-
ouired that the Federal Government should
be brought into the matter with a view to
reducing the interest rate the State would]
have to carry for a period of ten years. The
Labour Government took office in 1924. It
was not altogether satisfied with the agree-
ment, and the Premier of the day, now the
member for Boulder, during a visit to Eng-
land in 1925, entered into a fresh agreemrent.
In that agreement, which was signed in
December, 19925, it was provided that the
first agreement should be cancelled. The
first agreement was, accordingly, cancelled
in December, 1925, in accordance with
paragraph I of the agreement, after the
Preamble, which sets out, "The Secretary
of State and( the Commonwealth Govern-
neat and the State Government hereby
cancel the first agreement." If wve refer to
the Preamble, we find that the first agree-
muent is that of 1922. Thus the agreement
entered into by the National Par3' Govern-
ment and the United Kingdom and Comn-
monwealth Governments was cancelled. The
agreemen~t made by the then Premier pro-
vided for an increase of the amount of
money from £66,000,000 to £1,083,000. Pro-
vision for that was made in an agreement
signed on the 8th April, 1925. That was
done under an Act passed by the Imperial
Parliament andi known as the Empire
Settlement Act. So, while an agreement
was entered into in 1922 by the then Gov-
erment, it was subsequently cancelled and
a new agreement was made in 1925. 1
propose to show the Committee by returns
submitted from time to time how that money
was spent, and who was responsible for the
spending of it. The agreement signed in
1922 was made by the National-Country
Party Government, which went out of power
in 1924. In our "Hansard" for 1930, on
page 662, a return sets out the amiounts of
money advanced from loan funds for the
purposes of group settlement. For 1922-23
the amount was L506,803, and for 1923-21
it was £8S22,910. So that the total of ad-
vances for those two years was £1,329,713.
That money was expended by the Nationrl-
Country Party Government. The Labour
Government took office in 1924, and for
its first year, 1924-25, the amount was
£1,124,262. For 1925-26 it was £C1,335,009.
Taking retura No. 10 supplied by the
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Treasurer in introducing his Budget for this
year, we Aind that for 1926-27 the amount
advanced was £:1,428,486. That was the
time when a change of Ministers took place,
and in 1927-28, the year in which the present
Mlinister for Lands took over, the expendi-
ture was £1,122,829. Foi the nest year,
1928-29, the amount was £766,893. Money
was then becoming more difficult to obtain.
tat 1929-30, the last year of the Labour Gov-
erment, the expenditure was £639,611.
That made a total expenditure durin -g the
six years ot the Labour Governinent, from
192i to 1930, of £6,417,080. So during the
Labour Government's term of ofic very
large sumis of money indeed were exphended,
for which the Labour Government is, respon-
sible.

Ministers can hardly blame the agaremnlts
that were entered into between the National-
Countr y Party Government and the Im-
perial Government prior to the agreement
made by the Labour Government, in respect
of that huge expenditure. If thle policy of
the National- Country Party Government
was not a sound one, the Labour Govern-
mneat wvould not hav-e continued it, any more
thain it continued in other respects the poli-
cies of Goverunments to which it was op-
posed and which were defeated at thle poll-.
In1 1933, when I was associated with the
Governent, the amount of money expended
was £060,451. During the last year we were
in office we spent in the group settlement
areas £79,646. Then thle present Minister
came back into office, ajid in his first year,
1933-34, spent £115,904. Certainly there is
a diminution of ter that. 1Li 1934-35 the
expenditure was £E26,073, and for the last
year of expenditure on group settlement
from loan funds, 1935-36, the amount fell
to £:9,618. For the years 1933-36 £151,595
was expended. It is hardl *y fair to blame
us for expenditure of money when we had
nothing whatever to do wit h it. 'My per-
sonal Op~inion is that sufficient care was not
exercised in the expenditure of that money.
I am convinced that the men on the land
reaped ver 'y little benefit from the huge ex-
penditure. I contend, also, that it is not fair
to say the previous Government was respon-
sible for the selection of the land, because
v-cry little land indeed had been selected up
to the end of 1924. I will admit a good
meany faults were made in selection of poor
land.

The Minister for Lands: So far as I
know, except as regards one estate the pre-
vious Government was responsible for the
whole of the selection.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister
always says that. He refuses to take any
blame. But he was in office for three years
prior to 1930, associated with the Govern-
mneat whose 'Minister for Lands had held
that portfolio for three years previously.
All that land around Greenbusbes was sel-
ected afterwards, and a vast area of land
was selected from 1924 onwards by the
Labour Government or its officers.

The Minister for Lands: Not by me.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: For three years

the present Minister was there.
The Minister for Lands: I abandoned a

thousand holdings.
lion. 0. G. LATHAM: There is no doubt

about that. To abandon a thousand hold-
ings is not difficult. I propose to state, of

course, w~hat area was abadoned, and how
muclh of it during the various periods.

The Minister for Lands: Those holdings
are still albalndoned.

Holl. C. G. LATHAM: That goes on con-
tinually. We settle land, and it is aban-
doned, and then it goes back into settlement
again. I do not know that always the same
mistakes occur. Take the Esperance settle-
ent. We have probably' sonic lessons to

learn from that. In the early' days no part
of the State was nioro difficult to understand
from the agricultural aspect than was the
Esperane district. When I wvent down
there, -as I have said previously, with the
member for Irwin-Mloore (Hon. P. D. Fer-
guson) in 10)28 or 1029, my opinion was that
I would not send my worst enemy into that
district. However, the last time I visited
the area I altered my opinion, because I
found that the land was improving con-
siderably. The land we despise to-day may
be land that we arc glad to utilise to-
morrow. Therefore, while we abandon pro-
perties from time to time, that does not say
we are j .ustified in abandoning them
permanently. Up to the present the
farmers have had a most difficult time,
and the Government a very b ad one.
Every Government that has attempted to do
anything down there has lost money, and a
considerable amount has had to be wvritten
off. At the moment the best that can be
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done in the Esperance district is being dlone.
The Miinster didc pay the p~reviouls Govern-
net a conmpliment because hie po0ited out
tha t duIn a the period titGvrmn
was in oiiev prices were very low. During
tile tlhree years of the previous Govern-
lneut's adiinistration, thle total prloduction)
wasi worth £20,000,000, whlilst during the
first. three years of the present Govern-
iuelits administration the valute was only

C16i,000.0J00, although the price was con-
sdrbyhigher. The yield, however, was

ee Ylnic lower, but the price went up to
5-9. D~uring the last three years the value of
thle wheat was £1.8,429,000. The Minister
pointled out that from 1930 to 1933, while
tile position was very difficult, thie State did
benefit In- the production of wheat, and
while tie prices were mutch lower the yield
wvas higher. The Minister pointed out that
the reason wvhy the southi-west areas had en-
tered upon increased prosperity was be-
cause hautter fat had increased from 9.9d.
per lb. in 1933 to 15.04d. in 1.937. That
statement is perfectly true. I had pre-

voil'vpointed otthat the prosperity of
tiSouth-West wsdeto the increased

price of batter fat, and the Minister had
said that that was not correct. How, thus,
are we going to reconcile the two state-
ments? Ile stated that butter fat was 15d.
per lb. when I was in charge of the Lands
Department. Really, the average price was
nothing like 15d. per lb. between the years
1930 and 19.33. Looking at the returns, I
find that the price of butter fat dropped 50
per cent, during that period, and so the
statement made by the Minister falls to the
ground. But I wonder which statement it
is that thle Minister really wvants us to bea-
lieve. In any ease, I know which statement
is the correct one, and that is the statement
I niade first.

The Mfinister for Lands: In one o~f those
y'ears butter fat was 17d. per lb.

Hon,. C. G. LATHAM: In 1930 butter fat
was 114s. per cwt. on the London market
and later it fell to 79s. To-day the position
is totally different. We have a fixed price
within thec State for butter fat, So, when
the Minister gets annoyed and lie makes
wild stajements, one cannot be blamed for
also becoming angered, especiall 'y when one
tries to assist him. If anyone attempts to
assist t he 'Minister, lie becomes very cross
and makes inaccurate statements. I want

to show him the position the Lands Depart-
nient was in when he took office. Of course,
nothing any other Government has ever
done has resulted in any good for the State.
That is the Minister's view. But the Minis-
ter has hiinself shown that lie is quite in-
cap~ahle of controlling his department be-
cause hie has unloaded evePrything on lo
boards. H1e has had very little to do in the
Lands Department in recent times, although
just now, I sulppose, hie has additional duties
to lperfornm b)'y reason of his occupying the
post of Acting Premier and Treasurer. The
Minister has transferred the control of the
Agricultural Bank to Commissioners, w'ho
are responsible to no one, so far as I can
see, while the Lands Department itself hs
very little business to do.

The Minister for Lainds: It has more now
than it hais ever had.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAII: I say it has not.
There is no activity in that department now
compared with a f ew years ago, aind
what I1 gauge the position by is the present
position of land settlement. Let as take the
reports of the Agricultnrl Bank, Commis-
sioners from 1.930 onwards. Betwveen 19.10
and 1033- the number of securities in the
hands oC the Bank increased by only 7229.
Those were the three years in which wve %vere
in office. The net increase in the period
1933-1936, during which thle present Minis-
try was in control, increased to 1,5)76, and
during the samec period no fewver than 3,065
properties were abandoned. These are the
figures of the abando,,ments -933-34, 689:
1934-35, 1,041; 1935-36. 710, and 1936-37,
625; niaking the total 31,065. That is what
happened after thle 'Minister took
charge. He must lhe out of step with
the farmners, otherwie so many aban-
donniwnts wouldi not have taken place.
A great number of the abandonments
have taken placie in the 3,500-farms area.
The Minister and his Government were not
satisfied to confine their activities under
the agreement to wvhich I have referred;
they desired to extend operations in the dir-
ection of Esperanee and had there not beeni
a check there might also have been a settle-
nment established between Salmon Gums and
Esperanee. The Minister was quite cross
when one Goverinment official wired him and
said that there was a doubt as to wvhether
the country was free from kopi.
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The Minister for Lands: Who was the
official ?

Honl. C. 0. LATHA2I: The Mlinister
tcu ilme of da Iwling this before the

pulblic,. 1 nlever madtie ainy statement of the
kindc.

The M.1inister for- Lands: Who made it'?
Hon. C. G. LAl'lA-M: T amt not respon-

sibtle for statements, made by other members
in this House. The Miinister is never fair-
when lie is trying to get his own way. Where
experience i, eoiieennted, T assure the Minis-
ter I have had motjp than hie has, and that is
in respect of the initial development of a
fat-in I knowv what it means to be placed
50 or 60 miles front a railway. Thus, I
would probablyv art with caution.

Mr. Cross: Tell uts what you did at the
P'erl estate.

Ron. C. C. LATI-IAM: I know what I
would like to do with the hou. member.

The CRAIR-MAN : Order!
Hon. C. G. LATfHAM: As I dto not in-

tend to carry- out iny threat, there is no
need to call ince !o order. I know that a lot
of money was spent at thle Peel estate, but

matter that raised] bitter feeling in the House
the other nlight was tile statement by tile
Minister that w-hen tile County Party organ-
isation raised the qluestion of group settle-
meats a rift occurred, aiid] that I then left
the Country Party and joined Sir Jamecs
Mitchell.

The CHTAIA'N: The Mtinister for
Lands withdrew that statement.

Hon. C. G. LATHIAMN: Then I, too, will
withdraw wvhat I said. But I do object to
the Minister referrinig to mle personally as
being jaundiced and full of rancour, simply
because I differ from him. I do not spea
in that way about Ministers. Of course I
am aware that it is very diflienlt to get oil
with the Mlinister for Lands, He may say
something with which I do not agree, or he
may not agree with some proposal I may be
adlvoc~ating. But I do not become offensive,
nor do I consider that he is jaundiced merely
because I consider he is not right. He is
always offensive.

The Minister for- Employment: You
should carefully ' med your speech onl the
Bureau of Industry Bill.

Hon. C. G. LATHA2I: I admit that I
usay impute motives, but I am entitled to do
that, but I do not say' that the -Minister has
got a job at £1,154) it ear-

The CHAIR'MAN: The lion. member
wvould be out of order.

H~on. C. 0. LATHAMI: The Minister was
out of older in referring to it. Thle Minister
told us that hep had satisfied everyone with
whoml lie hadl spoken regarding the admninis-
tration of the Lands IDepartment, and lie
also aiccused us of going around the country
preaching the gospel against the Governmnent
in the hope of the people opposing the Gov-
erment. I hiave never attempted to do anmy-
thi n~ like that. The Minister attended thle
Returned Soldiers' Conference 'yesterday
and I notive that lie was greeted wvith ap-
plause. A resaolution "'as ca rrieul imne-
diately after hie left, and it mav lie worth
while having ga gance at it. This is how the
newspa2per report reads-

Living Allowances.
Mr. Newton (Mantjinlip) moved: -

Conigress considers the time now oIpoF-
tune for a general investigation into cot.-
ditionis and standards of living of clieats
with, a vie", to aon adljustment of stt-
tory denianids by the Agricultural Bank,
if it i s pioved that the living allowance be
ijiadeqtunte.

The tone of (ihe remlarks of Sir. frey and the
clhairman, Mr. Newton said, would lead to the
belief thint settlers fin the South-Wlest were liv.
ing in :m U topai or a miillioinaire 's paradise.
1TndonlbtedlY there was a living in dairying, but
at thte saie lttne maifny settlers weie still cart,'-
ing ton Ig :1 load of capitnlisation Oil their
holdings.

21 r. Ca mpiell C liugrup) maintained tha t the
present (hoVernnmcnut hadI always rejected the
ideay that a inti should get a living before he
met his obligations. ''My branchl considers
%hiat thle settler should he enabled to provide
for his family first,'' thle speaker said. He
added that time £150,000 received for drought
relief in this State had m~erely been lent under
thme statutory demiiand for repayinent-4'this
Shyloek busi iess of wanting everything back
for a nythiing given, and a little "more.' In
many cases, hie added, settlers ivere not obtain.
ing a decenit living; yet thn- statutory demands
were being mect.

The motlin wats carried unaniimnously.

All that followved a statement made by* the
Minister. I was not piresent at the confter-
ence, so hie cannot blame tile for having
preached that gospel to the meeting. While
the Minister gave uts a rosy picture in the
House tife other evening, really everything
in the garden is not as lovely or as brilliant
ais thle colours in which he painted that pie-
Fare.

The Minister for Lands: You said a little
while amo that I was pessimistic.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, in compari-
son with the Premier. I said that after
all there was reason for a little pessimism,
and I agree ith the Minister that the diffi-
cuilties are not yet overcome. He must not,
however, blame this side of the House. The
farmier is the best judge. I am preipared to
accept the word] of the farmer. He realises
that if the position is hopeless considerably
more money wvill have to be written off.
The farmer has no wish that that should be
done if he canl get a fair pr ice for his coin-
nmodity. His desire is to be able to make
ends meet. Bv- the motion I have quoted it
is shown that farmers have not a decent
standard of living.

The Minister for Lands: that is an old1
tale.

lion. C. G. LAkTBIAM-: The Minister met
thenm and talked to them. Farmers are de-
cent individuals, and they permitted the
Minister to leave the conference. Doubtless
he was not able to stay as long- as lie de-
sired.

The Minister for Lands: Thev' canl get no
more.

Hon. C. 0. LATHA]U: If prices remlain1
as they are I am afraid these people vi I
have to get more.

The Minister for Lands: Do you say that
farmers onl the group settlements must get
more?

Hon. C. Cr. LATHAM: I am afraid even
they will have to get more. Probably 10 or
15 years wvill elapse before their land can
produce to its fullest extent. It canl be
brought into production onlyI very slowly.
We may assist but cannot hurry nature. I
have seen remarkable improvements in the
South-West, bitt unfortunately that counatr'y
cannot be compared with other estates w-here
the production is much gr-eater, and where
the pastures develop in a much shorter time.

I wish now to refer to the position in the
North-East., but will leave the member for
the district to express the views of the
settlers concerned. We know the conditions
there are deplorable. It is idle for the
Minister to say that nothing can be done.
Either the settlers will have to he removed
and putl on to other farms-

The Minister for Lands: I was referring
only to group settlements.

Hon. C. G- LATHAM: We misunderstood
each other. These settlers are in an uinfor-
tunate p)ositionl. I am gl]ad the Minister in-
tends to do something for them. It mfrhbt be
better to take them away and put them else-

where, or allow them to take up larger hold-
ings, as was done at Esperanee.

The Mlinister for Lands: We are doing
that already.

Honl. C. 0. LATHAM: The Minister spoke
about what the Government had done to re-
dluce tdie price of land. We cannot expect
the same p)rice to he paid for pastoral land
ais for agricultural land. He will agree that
is only right. When these settlers originally
iook up the land1( it was considered to be fit
for wheatgrowing. After years of trial the
settlers find it cannot grow wheat properly
year after year. Unfortunately, even in
the wheathelt, a good deal of country re-
quires to be broken up for a number of
years. It cannot be allowed to lie for four
or five years in the expectation of pastures
being developed, even with top-dressing.
The cost of getting a fair quantity of pas-
ture is greater in such instances than it is
elsewhere. The Minister does not say that
the last word has been spoken about the set-
tlers on the wheatbelt, and I am prepared to
accept that. With regard to the South-West,
T 'point out that a lot of land is lying idle
there. It is doing nothing hut breeding rab-
bits. The Mfinister has refused to allow men
to take up land alongside their existing
holdings. A letter was sent to me by lone
,,ann ait Nannup, and I passed it onl to the
Lands Department.

The Minister for Lands: What is the
inan's name?

1Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is not a fair
question. I will hand] the name to the Min-
isler privately. He is a personal friend of
the 'Minister.

The Minister for Lands: That is why he
will not get it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Will the Minister
discriminate beeause this man is a friend of
his?

The Mfinister for Nines: It is dang~erous
to give a friend anything in this country.

Roil. C. G. LATHAM : If a man does the
right thing- he need not be afraid of public
opinion. He need not treat his friends dif-
ferently from his enemies. I would not ex-
pect to be treated like that by the Minister
for Mfines because hie happened to be a
friend of mine. I think he would do a fair
thing, and I also think that of the Minister
for Lands. I have been informed that this
land is nothing but a breeding ground for
rabbits. If settlers can make use of it, why
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not let them do so? Already we have given
them their holdings free. I make a plea that
the 'Minister will look into this matter. The
settler in question has a grown-up family
with a son to help him, but he Cannot get
additional land because it is said he owes
money.

Mr. Withers: Per-haps I know the enan
you mean.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: Probably. That
is a wrong policy. It may be necessary for
this luan to receive additional assistance.

The Minister for Lands: There is more
than that in it.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAMf: He may require
assistance so that lie mayv make ends meet.
The 'Minister himself has said it is necessary
at times to increase the area of a holding.
Had areas been restricted in the Esperane
district the settlers there would have been
in poverty to-day. With the wonderful sea-
.son they have had this year there should be
very' little doubt that they will make ends
meet.

'Mr. Lambert: You dlid not speak too
nicely' of them recently.

nOn. G. G. LATUAM : flow difficult it is
to make people read!I I do not know that
I could have said more than I (did. It is n,.

he saigta because a man owes mney
lemust he kept on a small block on whichi

be eafliot pay' his way.
The Minister for Lands: You say this

Juan is a personal friend of mine, and that
I am treating him unfairly.

Hion. C. G. LATHAIV: Yes.
The -Minister for Lands: There is some-

thing wrn-ag about it. I do not treat my
enemies unfairly.

Hon. C. C. LATHA'M: No? The Mkinis-
ter treats some of his friends very unfairly.

The 'Minister for Lands: Not through the
Lands Department.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: In this House he
does. I now wish to refer to the special
settlements. The 'Minister said he was not
going to pay out any more on these settle-
ments, andl that it cannot be done. I do not
know about that. If he bad thoroughly in-
vestigated the expenditure at Nannup andi
at 'Nornalup he would have found that a lot
of it was unnecessary.

The Minister for Lands: Not at Nannup.
Hon. C. G. LATHA: Yes, at both

places, but not at Napier. I have not been
down there to quiz around and make out a

ease against tblose settlements, but I would
like to hiave the dissected accounts relating-
to some of the farms, if the Minister will
make the necessary arrangements.

The Minister for- Lands; I have changed
the administration.

Hon. C- 0.G LATHAMI: Probablyv it is
nowv too late, and the horse has been let out
of the stable. A little while ago. in coi-
ru'amm with other memb~lers, I visi ted the
'Nopier settlement, and amn satisfied that it
is a success. If some money is written off
that settlement it will not cost the State a
1,enny' . The settlers were all unemployed
when they were placed there, and were mar-
ried me), with families. The State would
probably have hod to find some money and
work for the men, but now they have homes
of their own.

T have always argued, ever since I was
Minister for Lands, that it was unwise to
canitalise repurchased estates as we did.
adding the interest to the purchase price,
nakin2 the land twvice its original value tn

s-tart off with. This meant 100 per cent. iii-
crease on the purchase rriee. S;.,eh "itatos
should not he handed over to people without
money' . The Premier, when sitting on
this side of the House, said that was a silly
statement for me to make. I replied that I
would miot nut a ninn without iniev on a
repuirehased estate, because it was im possible
for him to make a livin 'g and pan' his way.
That has been proved. First there is th
purchase price-that is plus 5 per cent-
and then there is the interest. On top of
this burden the settler has to acquire money
by loan to develop the area, and buy his
equipment. He becomes so heavily saddled
with deht that his position is impossible ot
the outset. I believe it is possible to have
subdivided estates, but they must be sold to
people with money. The settlers must not
be loaded with heavy interest rates, and be
obliged to appeal to the Government for
additional advances so that they may make
ends meet. This is my' contribution to the
discussion. I felt T. had said all I need say
on the general Estimates, and I would not
have risen again but for the fact that the
Minister was so unfair. It all arose from
an interjection. The only way omit of the
difficuilty is for one to be out of the Chamber
when the Estimates are being discussed. I
do not like to be rude; it is not my nature
to he. If I am going to keep in with the
Minister, at least for the next fortnight, he
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itill have to be a little nmore considerate thanm
lie is at time.,

The Minister for La1nds: Yon have been
very unfair yourself.

Hon. 0. G. LA'rlIAM: MKy remarks have
been quite fair, and have been based on fact.
[ have certainly not been offensive. I hare
documents to supoport ever ,ything I have
Said. Meilluers onl this side are glad to have
the information that the Minister proposi's
to do siomething for those who are again
faceing, a periodI of hopelessness, Unjles,;
something is done for those people, I do not
know what will happenl to themn.

The iMinister for Lands: We have been
'doing it eexa.

'lon. C. G. LATH AM: I understand the v
are of opinion that sNstenlance ivill cease at
thte end of the month.

The Minister for Lanods: We are doing
somiethingiry d~~cay.

lion. C. 0. LATHAM: I am glad to
hear that, iThese people are not to blame
for the position in which they find thein-
selves: they have done their level best.
When the lanid was originally settled good
seasons iuade the (-ountry look attractive.
'%'V( did not know it was going- to -be subject
to droughts;, as events have proved. I hope
thep Governmenit will treat liberally all the
settlers who need assistance.

MR, WARNER (Mt. 'Marshall) [.5.28]:
These Estimates considerably affect myv dis-
trict. I listened with a great deal of atten-
tion to the speech of thle Minister. Un-
doubtedly the Lands Department and the
Agricnltural Bank have shown great symi-
pathy towards the farming community, espe-
cially those in the marginal areas. I trust
this sympathetic attitude wvill be the means-
of keeping farmers on their holdings and
that they will be enabled to retrieve their
positions:. Representatives of farming con-
stituencies desire to give credit where credit
is duie. We admit that the Government has
d]one a great dlefl to help the farmers.
S vipathetie treatmtent meted out to the
Settlers wvill, I believe, save the situation for
many of themi, and will mean that they will
s;tay on their holdings instead of abandoning
themn. Particularl ' does this apply to one
or two districts in may electorate. The pro-
ducers still find themselves in an unfortun-
:te position . not only in this State but it1
other parts of Australia. For some years
past producers have not been able to get a
price for their commodities, and therefore

have not been able to work at a profit. A
few months ago it scented that the season in
the North-Eastern portion of the wheat belt
was goinig to prove good. But unfortunately
the rains did not come as expected, and
now there is no pos-sible chance for those
areas even if rain does come. The Premier's
outlook miust have beet] very bright when he
predicted a 40,000,000 bushel harvest. So
far ais the eastern wheat belt is concerned, his
estimiate will be out: sonmc very heavy crops
must be expected elsewhere to bring the

yedtpto that figure, Personally1 I be-
leethe Premier's estimate will be 6,000,000

bsesout. If teyield is34,000,000
huhlthat will be a shock to the Govern-

ment, as it will then lose thle amount of credit
overseas that the 6,000.000 bushels would
produce, as wvell as rail freights and other
advantages that might lie derived from that
quantity. Some provision should be made on
the Estimates to enable the farmers in that
district to carry on operations during the
coming year, and this will make aL difference
tO the estimated amonnt of revenue for the
pre'selnt year.

1 have made a very careful study of my
district. I spent a fort night or 16 days in
travelling over practically the whole01 of it,
nor was I alone in doing so. The Comtmis-
sioners of the Agricultural Bank also toured
the district about the samne time as I did,
and I am pleased to know that they under-
stand the position as well as they do. A

veyhard time faces the settlers in the
north-eastern district this year. I discussed
the position with the Commissioners of the
Agricultural Bank, who received me very
courteously and made no dlemur at all about
giving mue a hearing onl my return. I am
quite satisfied from the statements made by
the Commissioners that the farmers in my
district arc doing the best they can withlout
assistance. What the position is likely to
be has been well known to them for months
past and I think. T anm right in saying that
the reports of the inspectors of the bank to
the head offie have been carefully scruti-
nised. 'As I say, two of the commissioners
travelled through the district to secure first-
hand information about it. I am convinced,
f rom statements mnade by the Chair-
muan o f the Commissioners, that the
hank will do its part dUiing the coming
year. The present position of the farmers
in the no~rth-eastern wheat belt is unenviable
and precarious. For three years they have
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received low prices for their produce; and
for the past four years thecy have suffered
drought conditions. They have carried on
each year, fallowing and putting in crops,
hoping to get another harvest, and this
season they are let down again. Sonic of
the farmers did hope to r-eap a little crop
last year and the year before; but drought
conditions breed diseases and plagues, and
the grasshopper pest cleaned uip iiie little
they might otherwise have got. These far-
fiers have had no income for the past seven
years, and, unless assisted by the Govern-
ment, cannot continue their operations.
Their plant has deteriorated, and in many
cases is becoming worn out. At present
they have no hope of replacinig it. There
would appear to he no hope of replacing the
plant, unless the Bill suggested iby the
member for Avon is passed and they can
obtain money for the purpose.

The Minister for Leads. Are you pro-
posing to introduce such a Bill?

M1r. WARNER; It would not be much
use to do so now. The farmer himself has
lost seven years of his workinz life. That
means more than ,even years of the ordin-
ary working man's life, because the farmer
has not only wvorked long hours, but has
had the worry to carry. We all reallise the
farmer must he kept in production. Where
should those who live in the metropolitan
area he if it were not for the primary pro-
ducer? We knowv the primary producer
keeps the State going. The miners, by
their sweat and work, produce gold and
coal; they are slaves. The timber hewer
contributes his awed to our export trade;
he works under hard conditions. But the
farmer works much longer hours and, I
think, in many eases harder; while in addi-
tion, he has the worry from year to year of
his harvest. Yet he is the man who gets
the least reward for his labour. During the
years I have been in Parliament, I have, in
common with other members representing
country districts, aways pleaded for better
treatment for the man on the land, for bet-
ter education facilities, railway services,
water supplies and better living conditions.
Is it not but right that the farmer should
he granted some of those ameliorations that
he is seeking all the time? Who has more
right to better treatment by the people than
has the primary producer?3 Should he not
participate in the fruits of his labour? He

grows the food that ive eat, yet in nmany
eases he has not sufficient food or clothing
for himself and his family. The men and
the women who toil throughout the year on
farms, more particularly in the north-east-
ern wheat belt, are denied the comforts en-
joyed by people living in the metropolitan
area. Even if the latter are taxed to ame-
liorate the conditions of those living on the
land, there should be no grumbling, because
surely those who produce what the others
cat should enjoy the same standard of liv-
ing. They' are not asking too much in de-
roanding a reasonable standard of living.
The 'Minister must know that we dare not
let the farmer abandon his holding; the
farmer must be kept producing so that the
people in the city may live. I ask of the
Minister that hie demand from the Federal
Government, or fr-om the State Government,
an amount that wvill enable the fanner to
replace some of the worn-out plant that lie
has been unable to replace during the past
six or seven years. Some people say the
farmers should have had new plant, but it
has been impnossible for them to obtain it
during the last four or five years, and the
fact that plant starts to wear out almost
imnmediately' it is put into use must be borne
in mind.- In addition, the farmers have
been spending wrhat money' they could get on
fencing and general improvements. They:
are therefore iiow~ in the unenviable posi-
tion of not having efficient plant to do their
work. They cannot be expected to do good
work if they have not efficient plant end
implements with which to do it. T hope the
Minister will use every endleavour to equip
the farmers in the marginal areas with
plant and tools necessary to carr 'y out their
work. The past four seasons, with
the dlrought and] insect pests. have re-
duced large numbers ot the farming
comumunity to the lowest vbh of poverty and
distress, yet they have stuck to their hold-
iiigs to grow food for the nation and keep)
this State solveat. The farmer often does
not get sufficient out of his produce to maini-
tait, himiself and his famnily. These facts
are not sufficiently known to the people of
the metropolitan al-ca. The fanner does not
desire to he continually squealing1 about his
poverty, but I think the people of the metr-o-
polhin, area should know% the conditions
under which he is living.-
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The Minister stated that Section 51 of
the Agricultural Bank Act has proved a
success and that the outcry against it has
ceased. I believe this to be true. I have
just attended a conference of the Lands
Committee of the R.S.L. and no item eon-
ceening Section 51 or Section 53 of the Agri-
cultural Banik Act appeared on the agendla.
The reason is the sympathetic administration
of the Act h)r the Commissioners of the
Agricultural Bank. I could quote some cases,
but shall ,iot take up the time of the House
in doing so. I sincerely hope that this sym-
pathetic treatment will continue. With the
Agricultural Bank and the farmers working
so harmoniously, the better it is for the1
farmers and the Banik.

I was pleased to bear the Minister eon-
elude his speech with good wishes for the
farmer and the hope for a better wind-up
of the season. As far as the northern part
of my district is concerned, however, I do
not thiink the hope will be realised, as addi-
tional rain is not likely to fall now. The
farmers there will be fortunate if they have
a patch or two sufficient to yvield hay and
seed wheat; they cannot now hope to real)
good crops no matter what rainl we may' have.

I desire to pay tribute to the Cominnls-
sioners of the Agriculturall Bank for kee p-
ing in touch with the districts under their
control. As I have previously stated, the
Chairman visited the marginal areas of the
district and has the position there at his
finger-tips. I have every' reason to believe
the Commissioners are working on a plan
that will enable them to meet those condi-
tions should they occur again. I trust that
money will be made available to enable the
Commissioners to carry out proposals for the
marginal areas which, I believe, will prove
satisfactory as soon as wve get through the
present cyc vle of bad seasons. The fact that
the Commissioners arc aware of the posi-
tion has given much satisfaction to the set-
tlers. The General Manager of the Bank,
Mr. Abey, should be congratulated upon and
thanked for the courtesy and consideration
he extends to members representing countr 'y
districts whenever they present any p)roblem
to him. He can be depended upon to give
a prompt reply. Speaking for myself, I
have received all possible consideration from
him. The desire of the Banik, I ani sure, is
not to harass settlers, hut to secure smooth
working for them and for the Banik. In
general, I believe that the Commissioners

are making every effort possible to help the
settlers. The Chairman has advised me-
and I gather this also from the interjctions
of the Minister-that the Banik will carry on
next season those farmers who obeyed the
directions of the Banik last year, namely, to
prepare their fallow fop the coming season,
although they have no crop this year. I do
not think the leased holdings will be aban-
doned. I believe that the scheme of group-
ing holdings will prove a safe one, and that
the farmers may now extend their operations
and run sheep, so that when good seasons
return they will be able to apply for a tranls-
fer of the leased property. We cannot
afford to have those areas abandoned. I
ala quite convinced that at present we are
mnerely passing through a cycle of bad years.
True, it has lasted longer than any similar
cycle in our experience, but when thle good
seasons return, our asset will lie well worth
all the monetary assistance that has been
given. I hope that sympathetic treatment
will he extended to the farmers, not only in
the northi-eastern areas, but in those other
marginal areas where bad luck has dogged
them this year. The Minister should en1-
deavour to make money available to replace
sonic of the wvorn-out machinery on the
farms and ensure that the Agricultural Bank
will not be starved for funds to continue its
sympathetic treatment of farmers.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
Al. F. Troy-Mt. Magnet-in reply) [5.47]:
1 thank members for their reception of the
department's Estimantes. All seem to be sat-
isfied that the department has done a very
good Job during the last few years. The
Leader of the Opposition said he would not
have spoken on these Estimates but for
something I said in the course of my re-
marks. Let me point out that the han.
member has not been entirely generous in
his remarks. He spoke of the number of
,settlers who have gone off the land. I admit
that is a fact, but during his administration
a thousand settleirs went off the land.

Mr. Cross: He was careful not to say
anything about them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But it
wvas a progressive stage. I believe that Es-
perance lost 400 people who had to leave
their holdings, but now it is admnittcd that
the Esperanee settlements are being de-
velopedl alone sound lines, and that the
prospects for reconstiruction there are very
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hopeful. MJany of the settlers who left the
Esperanee district are now working- in the
mine.; at Kalgoorlie, and many of themn
have told me that they lpropose to return to
Esperance. If they c an save a few pounds
in the mining industry, they intend to r*t
turn to the land. Thousands of farmers and
their sans wvent to the goldfields when the
seasons and conditions on the land were not
good. They went to the goldfields where
wages were high and work uvas plentiful at
the time. That is only a repetition of what
happened in the Eastern States dluring the
depression of the nineties. Thousands of
people left the land in New South Wales,
V7ictoria and South Australia and came to
the goldfields. The' goldfields were practi-
cally populated by farmers from the East-
ern States. Later, many of themn returned
to the land. That must happen from time
to time, and it is a good thing that when
conditions in one place are bad, people
should get out and seek a livelihood else-
where. A commnunity that does that is
possessed of some quality. Is not that bet-
tej-r than11 h;n~l AM- -l1~~ .,.tl f. '7

debtV Of course it is. When I visit the
Mfurchison goldfields and meet men and
their sons who n-ere foninerly farming in
the Geraldton district, they express a desire
to return to the land. When seasons are
bad and prices fall, people will miove from
the agricultural areas to other districts
where the conditions for the time bein g are
better. I repeat, it is a goad sign when
people have the initiative to do that sort
of thing.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
group settlement. I did not propose to say
a wvord about his association with group set-
tlemient, but lie has9 brought it on himself.

lion. C. 0. Lathamn: Go for your life. I
was never in charge of group settlement.

The IUSTER FOR LANDS: The bioa.
member said there were two agreements.
One agreement was made by Sir James
Mitchell with tine British Government, but
it was cancelled, and the then Premier
(Hlon. P. Collier) secured a better agree-
ment.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: And more money.
The "MIMISTER FOR LANXDS: Sir

James Mitchell proposed to make farms for
£1,000 each, to clear 20 acres of land and
stock it. Having done that, lo, a farmn was
made! It was not. Such a holding could

not carry stock to any extent. When we
took office, group settlement was only. in its
initial stages. During our administration we
provided the houses, stock, equipment, fene-
ing- and pastures for the holdings. Year
after year, we made available large sums of
moniey to further that work. That, how-
ever, was a policy handed down to us by
the Mitchell Government, and it could not be
side-stepped. We could not break faith with
the British Government after thousands of
settlers had been brought here. We had to
go on with group settlement. The figures
quoted by the Leader of the Opposition
show that during my period of administra-
tion e~xlenditnro was reduced. That is a
fact: I (lid reduce expenditure. Without
boasting, I can claim that I restricted the
waste on group areas and wip)ed out hun-
dreds of locations that were unsuitable. J
believe that the only land] selected when the
Collier Government was in ollice was the
Marybrook Estate. I asked one surveyor
why inferior land was selected for the group
settlements, and hie replied, "The truth is
--.... c. mirnthr ufliilig newte su iwsi that
I1 had to find a lIace for themn, and] was not
gfiven timie to select the best land." The
late Hon. IV. J. George made a4 similar state-
ment in this House. One of the oldest
surveyors told me that lie was practically
forced to select the land.

When I was in the Denunark ilistrict (lur-
in the time of the reconstruction, I was in-
formed that a large area had been selected
there for the purpose of group settlement in
the future. I asked where the area was and
was told it was at a place called William
Bay. On investigation I found that it was
p"'elv coastal sandplain and I said, "it
,will never do for group settlement." The
reply was, "WVell, the surveyors were told to
take it as a face." Had that scheme been
proceeded with, we would have had a very
disastrous experience there. We dlid not
select the Northcliffe plain. Consequently I
say that we did not have much to do with
the expenditure on group settlement apart
fromi that which was forced upon us. We
can admit that the major portion of the ex-
penditure incurred during our time was en-
tailed for the provision a? stack, houses,
fencing, equipment and pastures.

When the subject of group settlement was
under discussion in this House in the earlier
stages, I gave some progressive examples. I
gave anl instance of a hiolding that had cost
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more than £E1,200 long before the home bad
been provided and stock purchased. Under
the agreement, the British Govemnmienl
arranged to pay portion of the interest
onl every £1,000 or part thereof, and] Mr,
Collier got the consideration increased to
£1,500. Ini those early* days I considered
that h]ad 'we initiated a lZrottp settlemeint
scheme in a smiall war and tried out the

sytm first, we couldi subsequently have
enlarged it with great advantage. Not-
withstanding the millions of pounds that
have been written Ott group settlement, I ati
confident that the money will be recouped to
this country sumac day. I am glad to say
that the group settlers are making- good and
will continue to make satisfactory progress
so long as prices remagin at a reasonable
level. I consider that we have now paid for
our experience: we know what is required,
and year by year I believe group settle-
meat production will return more and more
to the State and prove of inestimable ad-
vantage.

I can s;ay the samne of the special settle-
ments. The Leader of the Opposition stated
that at Napier mio mioney had been lost.
Some mnoney was lost there, because the
settlers are not being debited with the whole
of the expenditure onl the holdings. ""hen
the Agmricultural Banik took over the hold-
ings, they were re-assessed, and the settlers
taken over on the re-assessment. .1 do
not believe there has been much waste
of money at Nannup. I do not want
to discuss the 'Nornaluip settlement, but
I found it necessary to change the
whole of the administration. I regret
to say that sonic of the expenditure
was ineurred on the provision of material
that was not at all necessary. Rabbit-proof
netting was sent there, and when I took
charge of the Lands Department I found
that the netting had been erected around
,the holdings but, in my opinion, erected pre-
maturely, because much of the fencing- had
been cruished hy falling limbs. I gave in-
structions that any, netting- not already
erected should not b~e used. -I suppose not
much of the netting erected would be of any
value to-day. The land had not been cleaned
uip, aind the treeos had fallen on the netting-
and destroyed it. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition said thant I had been -eyv uinFAir to a
friend of ?nine.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: I did not emphasise
the "friend."

The MrTNISTER FOR LANDS: This
f riend, like any foe, will get justice f romn the
departmevnt. .I would make no distinction
for this friend or anyoiie else. If hie was re-
futsed certain land, there were ,ery good
reasons for the refusal. The Leader of the
Opposition has promiised to su pplv inc with
his nane ; wi-lien I ]iave that information.I
wrill make further inquiries.- However, the
fart that lie is said to be a friend shows that
he did not receive unfair treatment, for how
cnnuld one extend uinfair treatment to a
friendi? The Leader of the Opposition was
rather ungenerous in his references to my
wvork at fihe Lands Department for he said,
"The Minister cannot have much to do." I
admit that inl the old days, when in charge
o4 tie Lmas Depaitment, :r had a compara-

tvieaytimec for five or six years. T had
110troblein hewheat belt because the eon-

dition of the industry was prosperfous- and
there was a heavy demand for land. MY
only- diffieulties then were in r'espect of
gr-oup settlement matters, and I was able to
conifine m1Y attention almost exclusively to
that phase of the administrative work. Thei
seasons at that time were splendid in the
wheat belt and wheat prices averaged about
5s. a. bushel. On the other hand, during the
pa4st five years I have been inundated with
troublet in dealing with farmers who were
down anid out. If members discuss the situa-
tion. with any business man, he wilt tell
themn that in bad times he is confronted with
trouble and worries, but in good times he
has little to bother about. For instance,
a blackfellow could mnanage a station in
good years, hut it takes a caplable mnan to
mianage it in bad years, when drought eon-
ditions prevail. During- tile past five years
there has been an incessant clamour for relief
oni the part of the farmers, and they have
s;ecured relief. I have been personally asso-
ciated with the reconstruction that has been
carried out, and everything dlone was after
consultation with mne. Although I do not
interfere with the Agricultural Banik
Commnissioners, they havec always dis-
cLs~sed with me thle policy'A they desire([
to pNusue. If the Leader of the Opposi-
tion should be in charge of the adl-
ministration of the Lanris Department in
the y ears to come, lie will probably know
what it is to be inundated with requests
from people who are downi and out. He
should not have made that reference to my
.administration of the Lands Department be-
cause, when he was in (.)arge of it he had
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to deal with oniy the Health Department in
addition, for Sir James Mitchell adminis-
tered the affairs of the Agricultural Bank.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Sir James 'Mitchell
was away a great deal.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
been Acting Minister for Mines and Acting
Minister for Agriculture when toeMns

ters liar 0 been absent, and I have not made
any complaints because of the extra work.
I do not say I am over-taxed, but I do
claim that any Minister in charge of the
Lands Department is called uipon to do a
man's job. I put in all my time there,
sometimes workinig on Saturdays and occa-
sionally on Sundays. The departmental
work is full of difficulties, and the settlers
aire confronted with many problems. There
have been numerous complaints and de-
inauds for reconstruction. Those complaints
had to be attended to and thle reconstruc-
tion carried out. A lot of work was in-
volved in those activities.

The Minister for Works: And there were
matters affecting, bulk handling thrown in.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, that
is a small item. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion referred to the north-eastern ag-ricul-
tuiral areas. The Government is extending
sympathetic treatment to time settlers in those
parts, amid he the settler good or had,- we do
not blame him for his present position. We
are considering his position because of cir-
cumstances over which hie has had no con-
trot. Hence the work of reconstruction is
proceeding apace in the north-eastern dis-
tricts) and thle niember for Mouint Marshall
(tl[r. Warner) has already mentioned that
point. I hope the steps that are being
taken wvill put thle settlers in good heart, but
that cannot he entirely achieved unless the
dry' seasons break. Unfortunately, ever since
I have been in ollice, the settlers hare ex-
perienced unsatisfactory seasons, and that
applies to the eastern portions of the wheat
belt particularly. A good rainfall and satis-
factory prices are the only' factors that canl
make the men on the land satisfied and
happy. The Government cannot provide
them with the prices they want and cer-
taimnly cannot make rain. In consequence
of the unprecedented drought, thie Govern-
mnt has advanced not less than £500,000 to
the settlers in, thle form of relief p~aymcnt-.
That is not a bad rec~ord. I think the settlers
appreciate what has been done for them,
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and so far as the Government can, it will
continue that assistance until better times
arrive.

With regard to the resolution carried at
the recent Returned Soldiers' Conference, to
which the Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred, I do not attach much importance to
such a decision, whether it was carried
unanimously or otherwise. I would natur-
ally expect that a motion moved with the
object of securing something from the Gov-
ernment would be carried unanimously. Who
would bother to oppose such a proposal?
Such people have no responsibilities to
shoulder, and so they adopt the attitude of
getting what they can from the Government.

The M3inister for Works: Perhaps the
member for M~ount Marshall was priming
them up.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think he did that. However, the Leader of
the Opposition quoted that resolution, but
I shall refer to what the R.S.L. executive
had to say about the administration in the

onuta-nst.That is the better index. Tile
executive members are in close touch with
the settlers. They frequently see ine and
also the Commissioners of the Agricultural
Bank about conditions affecting the settlers.
The organisation. has a Lands Committee
that devotes the whole of its time to such
matters. This is what the executive said in
its rep~ort:-

The dairying industry provides the one
bright spot in time soldier settlers' outlook.
The South-West settlers have somte troubles,
of course, but their position is considerably
improved. Any visitor to the South-West must
now be struck by the extraordinary progress
muade. Development of a permanent nature is
everyvhere evident; stock has not only im-
proved in price, bat the quality is a pronounced
grade higher. Complaints and discontent have
been succeeded by reports of a very encourag-
ing nature, amid I think it is not too much to
expect that time South-West of our State will
carry a big population in years to come.
"Complaints and discontent have been suc-
ceeded by reports of a very encouraging ina-
ture." That is the experience of the re-
turned soldiers' executive, which deals with
the affairs of settlers all the year round.
MNembers will agree with me that we
need not attach too much importance to
a sing"le resolution, the object of which was
to obtain somnethimng more from the Govern-
ument. Moreover, does not a resolution such
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as that referred to evidence lack of appre-
ciation onl tile part of some peoIple? One
delegate said that the lpresenlt Governmnent
had alway' s reeted the idea tha t a manl
should get a living before hie maet his obli-
gations, and talk ed about the Shylock atti-
tuide adopted byv the Admwin istration. F"aney
talking about Shylock with reference to all
Administratihon that has been responsile for
writing off £6,000,000 or :30 per cent. of
the settlers' liabilities! Does that not show
anl extraordinary lack of appreciation? I
do not think the nin who moved that mio-
tion was fin ite in order in advancing such
a complaint respecting the men Onl thle
land. There are many people who do not
wish it to be known that they are doing
well. When ,I was dea Iin with group settle-
inpeat mna tters in thle ea rlie r dayvs, I visited
the holdings of some of the settlers. I
went to the home of a seitler who was
described as a very good mnan. He had
made a lol of mioney at contract clearing.
On his holding hie had SO acres cleared at
thle time of the revaluation. [ sa id to himi,
''How are you getting on V?' He replied,
''Not too good. I am only carrying two
cows on myv property.'' I asked him if the
hioling would not carry more than that
and he replied, ''No, it is no good.'' I
said, ''We have cleared 80 acres for you;
we are not going to do any more, You
canl do the rest or you can leave the block.
You will understand it is not much use
clearing ]lnd that will carr ' two cows
to 80 acres." He replied, 'T admit it
looks bad."' I told him we were not going
any further with it, but be said, "'I am
clearing another 10 acres; will you pay me to
finish thatV I told him that I would do so.
The next tine I wvent there I found his
holding was well grassed and he was run-
ning between 30 and 40 cows. That loan
ha~s done extremel' vwell, and paid his inter-
est even before thle last uevaluation. He has
now fluid up part of his principal and is in a
sound 1 )osition. I do not take any notice of
those people who alway' s say they are not do-
ing- too well. T find it is a habit of some
people to talk like that, and that peculiarity
is not confined to farmers. I was not pre-
sent when the motion was moved, or when
reference was munce to thle "Shylock busi-
ness of wanting everything black for any-
thing given, and a little more," or I
should have had something to say
about it. T had intended to provide
members with interesting information to

showv how% several settlers have pro-
gressed, bitt unfortunately I left the let-
ters in my office. I hope to have thenm
later onl. However, a week ago I received
a letter from anl accountant in Bunhurv.
Hie said hie knewv I was interested in th
development of the South-West and for-
warded ,une the accounts of two people wvith
whom lie was associated to show how they
were progressing.- One of the men had
bought a farm onl which hie had paid a de-
posit three years ago, and the farm was
now paid for. The other mail was working
at a profit of £3500 a year. That will indi-0
cate to members how settlers are Iprogress-
iag in the South-West. I shall produce
those two letters, with the audi ted accounts,
so that members may have the details. The
probabilities are that if any creditor spoke to
those plarticular individuals and asked
thern how they were progressing, they
would not admit their actual position. As
o the statenment that the Government had
alway-s rejected the idea that a settler
should provide for his living before lie
ict his obligations, if the Bank were to

allow the living expenses of a settler to
be treated preferentially, nothing might be
received from him because munch of the
living, of the settler is dependent entirely
upon his energy. Some years ago state-
mjents were made that certain settlers were
starving . public meetings were held in
Perth and agitations w-ere commenced.
Again, when the Agricultural Bank Conl-
inissioners set about revaluing the holdings,
agitations were again started. I went down
to thle areas to see for myself what the
actual conditions were. As a result I could
have refuted every complaint that w-as
made. Accompanied by Mr. McLarty, I
visited one settlement. We spoke to one
woman and asked her if she was starving,.
She said there was no starvation there.
She had a familyv or six children. To imake
a long- story short, she showed us her
cheeses, bacon, hams, and gairden produce.
She showed me that they had had a crop
of potatoes to sell, valued at £80, wvhereas her
neilrbour had none to eat.

sitting suspended from r.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MTNTSTER FOR LANDS: Before
the tea adjournment T was speaking about
the resolution that was discussed by the re-
turned soldiers and was referred to by the
Leader of the Opposition. I was pointing



[27 SFt'TEMHEJI. 1938.14)3

out that it was uitterly impossible for the
batik to gauge what would be a sufficient
liviiic allowance for any settler. So much
depiends upon the settler himself. Some
settlers can provide so much more than others
and] it is impossible for the bank to have
any% enoplete knowledge of the circum-
staijces otf each ease. I quoted instances of
S.oin settlers who liad nothing while others
had -.n abundance. Oil that tour we had
oceasion to visit a settler who said lie had
no mneat for Christmas. The settler told a
Pres3' reporter that his poverty was such
that lie had no iment for Chirisitmas. I said
to him. "Why not kill a calf if you had no
mevaL 9" He recplied, "We do not like veal."
T told bins that he hind -sail lie had no meat,
to which lie replied. "I had a roast leg of
pork in the safe." I asked him why ho did
not tell the reporter that. He answered,

~-He did not ask me." So I found that that
s-ettler was not without meat of some kind.
The reporter related what he thoughtwa
the position. I was asked what I was going
in du for tile man, and I said "Nothine-."

',.'emiurs win! realise the position of the
bank. One settler hats an abundance, and
another settler has nothing. To say that
the Government is; not concerned about this
matter is not true. The bank could never
undertake the expense of inquiring into all
the aspects; of a farmer's Situation, hut some
p)rovlion is certainly made for all settlers.
Whatever provision is possible is made. So
far as the finances of the State will allow,
help isz given. The sustenance rate for mar-
ried men on the wlieatbelt was increased
-from £6 to £C9 a month. WeP made provision
that sufficient chaff sltould be sent out to
keep two cows so that milk would be pro-
vided for the children of settlers. The set-
tlers are always, allowed to keep sufficiett
wheat to grist for flour and to feed their
fowls and pigs. it cannot he said that this
Government has not had sympathy for the
farmersq. Tt has given every consideration
to their cireimistanceR and has ondlea-
soured to improve them. The Leader
af the Opposition sa that r was inconsist-
ent in the pie,; for butterfat that I quoted.
r pointed out that prices had risen
-from 9.9d. per lb. in 1933 to 15.4d. in 1937.
-He said that I made the statement that dur-
ing, hiUs term of office the price of butterfat
was 15d. Per lb. That is correct. That
was in the year 1931. 1 thank hon.

tmembers for the remarks made concern-
ing the administration of the department.
We do not imagine for a -moment that we
will receive much appreciation for what we
have done. That would* be human nature.
We know that there are people always ready
to belittle the administration; but I have
ntever been prepared to make promises that I
htave not intended to keep. I believe I can
say that whenever I have made a promise I
have kept it. I have never stumped the
country with a view to endeavouring to
undermine the position of members opposite.

Hon. C. G, Latham.: No? I can tell you
a few things you have said.

The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: At elec-
tion tine, possibly, but not during any Min-
isterial visit. I do not want to be too pessi-
miistic about the prospects of the wheat-
belt, but thle situation is not bright. I
have had telephone messages from far-
iters who are alarmed about the position
and except in one or two districts the
riniall has not been satisfactory. How-
over, I do not regard this drought as a
niornul ennirlit~nn.fl.if

1m1st1 cage sooner or later, If during the
last few yeari; the wheatgrowers had had
g-ood seasons, even with the lower prices
that have prevailed, they would have been

a hapiercottaunt wth a differetnt eut-
look. I think I eati understand] the state
of mitid of settlers, who have faced drought
conditions for four years, who have
seen their crops germin~ate and have had
hopes built up then to find their hopes. frusq-
trated its the enid. That must have a very
bad effect oii the mind of the -settler and
must give himi a laundiced ouitlook on life.

lion. P. D. Ferguson: It is heartbreaking.
MNr. Stubbs: You. cannot control the

svea tfier.
The 'MI NISTER FOR LANDS : We have

done everything possible, and I am satisfied
that most people wilL realise that. If we had
had good seasons there would have been an
entirelyv different outlook in 'Western Aus-
traflia. T have the greatest sympathy with
those settlers. But the bank has never in-
sisted upon receiving interest or that these
people should p)ay back the annual I.A.B.
advances. There could not be a more gene-
rous Administration than there is to-day. If
members opposite were returned to office they
might do as well as we have done, but tbhe
would need to have a lot of luck. The- sea-
Kons niust chane s~ome dny, hut it is neces-
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sary to realise that prices are a disturbing
factor in world affairs to-day. The shadow
that oppresses us just now in relation to
world affair and which makes the things we
are discussing seem comparatively petty, is
20ot likely to improve the market for Aus-
tralian produce inthie future. If theworld's
prosperity is destroyed, so is ouirs. We are
in the unfortunate position of being a
primary producing country dependent on
markets abroad. We have not arrived at
the stage reached by the United States which
has 120,000,000 people, and which can in-
troduce all sorts of financial policies to keep
industry going. [f we had 30,000,000 or
40,000,000 people we would not need to
worry. WVe would have a home market
and could introduce any system of finance to
meet the home situation. The United States
can do so. That country canl do things that
no other nation can do, and yet the Govern-
ment does not escape blame andi misunder-
standing. We are in an entirely different
position from the United States. We de-
pend onl the world's markets; we hlave a
smiall home eonsum-ption market, and that
market does not g-ive us an opportunity
to sell all of our produce. If the same
markets existed now as existed before the
last GreatL War or during the 10 years
following the war, we would have great
opportrin rtws. for advancement in Western
Austrilia.

The Leader of the Natioinal Party, in an-
noticing thle land policy of that party some
time ago said that it did not propose to em-
bark upon new settlements but rather to
consolidate settlements already existing.
That is the policy the Government has pur-
sued. We are consolidating the settlements
already exist-ing. Quite a number of new
settlers have certainly Zone on the land.
That is because there has been a much
greater demand for group settlement areas.
AXpart from that, however. our policy is
to consolidate the existing settlements, and
when the opportunity comes for a. flovern-
ment to establish new settlements, it will
have an established industry on which to
base the project. In conclusion, I thank
members for the absence of uncomplaining
remarks.

vote puit and Passed.

Vo es-Farmers' Debts Adjitstiiet.
£C6,225; Ag ricultnra Bank Rd- dr.inst riexi A1ssist-
amce Tinat-f and SoldirrC Laud7 Settlemnent.
£l07,IS-nqagreed to.

l"ote-i'ublic Works ard' Ruildingqs,
£96,903:

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
if. M1illington-Mt. Hawthorn) [7.43] : It is
usual when introducing the Revenue Esti-
mnates to present a brief resume of the activ-
ities; of the department. That does not in-
clude thle work which is financed from the
Loan Fund or dlone under the 31ai Road
Board programme out of the petrol tax
fund which at p~resenlt amounts to three-
qunarters of at muillion pounds;. Thus the
Rlevenue Estimates do not give ant accurate
idea of the work carried out by the
department, considering that a great deal
of money is spent from loan funds that can-
not be discussed under the Estimates. The
expenditure fromt revenue last year on
ordinary public works and buildings
amiounted to £03,682. From the revenue
votes, for maintenance and other charges, in-
eluding interest and sinking fund, a total
of £C186,245 was expended including £125,155
for the Goldfieds Watter Supply and £61,00
for other hydraulic. undertakings. From
Loan. funds, including- expenditure from
Loan Suspense Account, the total expendi-
ture was £C805,459, making a grand total of
£1,085,386. In addition, an amount of
£:97,124 was expended by the department in
connection with works not provided for on
the Estimates under my control, as follows:
-Commonwealth Employment Scheme
grants £214, Hospital Fund;;, other depart-
mnents, etc. £96,010; a total of £97,124. A
comparison between the total expenditure
for the year 1937-38, from all sources,
namely £1,182,510, and the total expendi-
ture for the previous year, namely
£1,248,629, shows a decrease of £66,119.
The dissection of the total expenditure of
£1,182,510, plus expenditure on town plan-
ning £1,478, a grand total of £1,183,988,
is- £

Salaries and incidentals -. 84,930
HArbeurs and Rivers . .. 133,260
Water Supplies, Drainage and Irri-

gation . . . .532,212

Roads and Bridges .. .. .. 154,98a
Public buildings (including Abat-

toirs) .. . . .. 207,979
Bulk H1andling of Wheat at Bun-

bury . . . . 56;74?
Miscellaneous .. . .. 13,883
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The principal works undertaken by the de-
partment last year were--

Fremantle Harbour Works.. . 28,720
Fremnantle fishing boat breakwater 7,549
Swan River improvements .. . . 26,194
Doebourne H-arhour facilities (Point

Samson jetty) . . . .. 24,392
Water supplies for Towms:

Geralfiton wvater supply .11,515

Bridgetown water supply .. 2,201
Narrogin water supply .. .. 1,645
Collie water supply . . 1,021

Goldfields Water Supply expenditure for
thle year was-

£
Further progress in renewing main

conduit and steel and wood pipes 180,897
Kalgoorlie and Boulder mines main 12,656
Yorkrakine extension . . 6,206
Norsenman water supply reticulation 3,105

£E202,864

For wvater supplies in agricultural areas,
drainage and irrigation the expenditure
was-

Country tanks
Drainage and irrigation in

South- %v est
the

52,509

64,706

1117,215

Expenditure on water supplies on the East-
ern and other goldfields for the year was-

£3
Agnew domestic water supply .. 550
Youanni wvater supply .. .. 2,948
Big Bell boring . . 535
Meekatbarra water supply altera-

tions . . 1,255

£5,288

Improvements and additions to abattoics
account for £C2,965, and in collection with
Roads and Bridges the continuation of the
road programme absorbed £154,977.

Expenditure on public buildings for the
year was--

New schools and quarters 4. . 0543
Hospitals and institutions .. .. 20,,104
Police stations, gaols, court houses,

and quarters .. .. .. 4,190
Minor works .. .. .. 7,246

£E81,083

I now turn to details of revenue collec-
tions for the past financial year. The esti-
mated amount of revenue from all sources

for thle year 1937-38 wvas £389,065. The
actual revenue received amounted to
£:384,003, showing a deficiency of £5,062 on
tile estimate for the year. The estimated
revenue for tile year 1938-39, and the actual
collections for the previous financial year,
a re-

Estimated Actual
1938-39. 1937-38.

f
Public works .. .. 31,000
Town planning .. . 60
Goldfields Water Supply .300,000

Other hydraulic undertak-
ings .. .. .. 62,000

£.393,060

f£
28,965

61
293,873

61,104

£384,003

The table shows all increase for the year
1938-39 of £C9,057 onl the actual amount re.
cived last year. If members desire further
information, I can supply statements for
the year 1937-38 of revenue actually re-
ceived as compared with the estimated revc-
nue for last year. I submit, at the outset,
that this does not give an idea of the acti-
vities of the department; but you, Mr. Chair-
man, would not permit, nor is it desirable
that there should be, a discussion of works
which will appear on the Loan Estimates.
I therefore content myself with presenting
these estimates for the year.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [7.55]: On this
Vrote I wish to draw the Minister's atten-

tion to a deputation which waited upon him
some 12 or 15 months ago at thle Kent street
weir, Cannington. Some years ago, by a
previous Government, a, weir was built over
the Canning River. From the inception
that work has not proved satisfactory. The
Government I refer to tried to do the work
cheaply' , and it has never been effective. In
early summer, due to the fact that the Can-
Rung is a tidal river, and the further fact
that the salt water backs up at the weir
even when full of fresh water, the structure
does not satisfactorily keep back the salt
water which goes up the river. This has
caused considerable losses to settlers in the
higher reaches. After numerous complaints,
and after attempts by tile Public Works De-
partment to remedy the unsatisfactory posi-
tion, strong representations were made by
the settlers. The department did make seni-
oils efforts; another couple of planks were
put on, and this to some extent prevented
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water fromt going up the river. However,
it was not a remedy, because the planks
did not keep either the fresh water in or
the salt water out. It is a serious matter
'when salt water gets on young vegetation in
market gardens. Men who have speiit their
life's savings in establishing- gardens find
themselves raced with a position of the
utmost gravity. Every member knows thle
work such mien have to do and the small
returns they receive from vegetables sold
onl the Perthl market.

Finally we induced the Minister, accom-
panied. by engineers, to have a look at the
weir. We asked for a reconstruction of the
weir, and the Mlinister promised that the
work would he dlone effectively before this
summer. We are getting perilously near to
the period when high tides will again oper-
ate in the Canning River, and as yet the
work has not beein put in hand. I
understand that the engineers have relported
to the effect that it is not possible to re-
construct the present weir satisfactorily, and
that it will be necessary to construct a new
weir at a cost of about £4,000. This is a
most important work. The Government
and the Public Works Department are look-
ing around for reproductive lobs. This comes
under that category. At least one grower
who receives, or should receive, benefit from
the weir, at times employs up to 70 people,
and is one of the largest producers in the
greater metropolitan area- He has proved
that an Australian can compete even with
cheap foreign labour, at the same time pro-
ducing a be tter class of vegetable. He has
made a success of his job. Again, the live-
lihood of somep hundred settlers is dependent
on the weir, and so is, I may add, a1 con-
siderable proportion of thle vegetable and
produce supply to thle city of Perth.
I should like thle M_%inister to tell us whien
he proposes to go on with tile construction
of the weir, how long it will lie before hie
intends to carry out the promise he made.
This is an important work, anid I am hoping
the Minister will see to it that the job is
put in tiaid straight away. The present weir
is practically useless just now when it is most
required. it means that if there be a strong
tide u1) that river-the Mlinister and his en-
giners are aware of this-the tidal waters
will bank up two or three feet higher at the
weir than lower down thle river.

Hon, 1P. D. Ferguson : And the salt water
will ruin all the vegetables.

M1r. CROSS: If salt water does get be-
yond the weir, that will be the end of the
fresh water, anid damage or complete de-
struction of the whole crop, will follow. One
grower there has successfully stolen the
whole of the South Australian market for
the supply of celery in this State. He has
made a complete success of it. But unless
a new weir is constructed, what hie has
broughit to a successful conclusion will be
ruind. Therefore I trust that the Minister
will lose no time inl fulfilling thle p~romfise 1L
mnade 1.5 months ago.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.3]: I con-
gratulate the Minister for Works on having
given sonic attention to a part of the struc-
ture in which we are now wvorking, attention
it so badly%. required. Last session reference
was niade to the dilapidated state of the
building, and] it was compared to the ruins
of Pompeii. Since then a certain amount
of work has been carried out in the build-
ig. Vie time has conic, however, when once
More it is worth while urging that steps
be taken to complete the building. It is thle
only Parliament Honse in Australia that re-
mains unlfinishied.

Mr.. Patrick: W7 hat about New South
Wales ?

Ali-, NORTH: Our building, has been
standing too bugv in anl incomplete state.
It is true that the part that requires to be
completed, in addition to its beautifying the
city w-hen it is completed, concerns thle elec-
tors more than it does ourselves. We have
the conveniiences that we require.

Mebrs"Thiere are they?1
Mi-r. -NORTH1: There is no accommodation

at all for- the public; ther-e is no p)lace where
constituents can be received and attended to.
We have a general idea now that a 9-storey
building is to be erected near Government
IHouse for the convenience of the Govern-
ment departments.

Mr. Doney: Where are you going to get
all the people to occupy the new buildings
that are heinig erected?

1ir. -NOJITIT: We know that a commence-
ment is to he mnade with the work of erectingl
new public offices, and p~erhaps £200,000
will lie spent there. That figure is only a
gues, but it may not be far out. We could
ait the same time make a start in the diree-
tion of completing Parliament House, and
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the cost of finishing the structure could be
repaid in, say, three-yearly instalmients. As
I have said previously, it is a bad advertise-
ient for the State to have a building such

ais Parliament House is to-day in a dilapi-
dated condition. As it stands, it gives
an entirely wrong- impression to the pub-
lic. Unfortunately, too, we know that what
should be the attractive part of the build-
ing- that which should face the city, is
the part that looks so dilapidated. Really,
what will eventually be the back entrance
wviis completed first many years ago. This
is a question that cannot he put off forever.
The am11ount that will be required to coi-
pe thie building is smnall in comparison
with the iinpoltance of the project. I do
iiot. snuggest that the completion should be
carriedt out all at on1ce, but it could be ex-
tended over two or three years, after a coin-
meneenient had heen made. With the very
abstruse methods wve hare of adjusting ac-
coitints, it would not be dillicult to arrange
linanee for the work, and, as I said, it
could hke repaid in instalments.

lon. 1'. 1). Ferguson: What would you
'ilI.'tI 0wc-xl~fieiitre-assistanic to an In-
diustry?

M1r. NO RTJI. Yes. There is nothing
miore important than attracting people wO
the State, where they miight start indus-
tries, and the importance of a city is en-
hanced ver ,y largely by its public edifices.
WYe should not be ashamed to Complete this
building, 'whichi in its present state is a
very bad advertisement for the State, and
gives a poor impressiun to the stranger. It
looks as if we were afraid to fa-ce the
future. If we go to the suburbs of Perth.
Nedlands or Claremont, uwc see the local
bodies housed in excellent buildings. We
might ask hlow they do it, because local
bodies have limited funds. One would
think they were millionaires and that we
were down-and-out. The local bodies arc
limited to eertain taxation, and yet they
are able to house themselves comfortably
and in decent buildings. The tine has ar-
rived when we should proceed in the direc-
tion of completing the building in which we
are working. Some might think that a
section would he up in arms against us, but
that is too small a matter to frighten us
any longer. Therefore I strongly 'ire
the Chiamber to impress upon the Covern-
inent the need to proceed with this good
work as soon as possible.

The next matter to which I wish to refer
relates to the Town Planning Vote. The
Town Planning Commissioner has shown by
his activities that he is a very ambitious
person, and is not afraid to criticise -when
criticism is necessary. The matter 1 wish
to bring before the notice of the Minister
is the wretched appearance of the structure
situated in Forrest Place next to the Gen-
eraql Post Office. At the present time it
is occupied as an hotel, but in the original
schemne of things it was to he thc third
majestic structure beside the Common-
wealith Bank and th e Post O ffi ce. As f ar back.
as 25 years ago it was suggested that sonic
day thiere would be a Federal Customs
House crected on that block. I should like
to know whether the Minister has any in,
formation to give the llIonse ni this ques-
tion. Does he know whether the Customs
H-ouse idea still exists or whether the old
hotel that is there now is to remain q

Hoa. C. G. Latham: It is Federal ter-
itoryv.

Mr. -NORTH: If the Town Planning
Board hac, CE 1blt C of.nt0! cv.i t..:i

ins that arc the property of the Federal
Government, I would like to see that
power given to it. Why should that part
of the city be l)ermitted to remain ain eye-
sore for so long? If there is to be a
Federal Customs House erected on that
block, let the "Federal authorities lproeed
with the work immediately. If they are
not prepared to do so, then we should do-
inad something else lie done with the site,
because it is entirely spoiling that part
of Perth, from the point of view of the
tourist, and tourists are among the people
we wvish to attract to our shores. More-
over, in these days of air liners, world
tourists who visit us get a Wrong impres-
sion from the air when they see hovels
of that type adjoining our palatial build-
ings. It should be our desire to make every-
thing- as attractive as possible for tourists,
because we never know when a man may
come along with £50,000 or £100,000 to inl-
vest in new industries. He certainly will
not (1o so if he sees no evidence of progress,
particularly in the direction of our build-
ings in the city.

iYow a few words about the paqrish pump!
I amn hoping that the Minister for Works
will be able to assist the Minister for 'Edn-
eat ion in the direction of completing the
Claremont school grounds. I urge the Miii-



[ASSEMIBLY.]

istur for Works to make a sumi of money
available as soon as possible to put those
grounds into proper repair.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[8.11]: The member for Claremont (Mir.
North) spoke just now as if we had millions
of money to spare. He cannot be aware of
the condition of the Treasury; he certainly
cannot have listened to the speech delivered
by the Premier a few days ago. The bion.
inelber has a way of side-tracking the de-
pression, and of giving voice to proposals
for the expenditure of money we do not
possess; on buildings that we do not urgently
need. 1 do not mind admitting that what
he suggests with regard to the completion
of Parliament House is desirable enough,
and that if we had the mioney to spare thz!
work could he carried out. In the circum-
stances, however, and having regard to
economic troubles likely to arise in thns
rural areas in'the near future) I could point
to a score of different directions in which
the money he proposes should be spent onl
buildings in the city could be used to better
.account. We are certainly proud of the
Building and would he prouder still if it
'were bigger and better; but it cannot be said
that we are suffering any great inconveni-
ence by its incompletell state. In any
case, we should proceed wvith the spend-
ing of money very carefully, and only
carry out works in the order of their
urgency. Plainly there is no urgency about
the completion of the building we now
oceupy. I am at one with the lion. member
in complimenting the Minister for Works on
having carried out certain repairs to Parlia-
mient House, repairs that have been neces-
sary for a long while. Other than that, there
are certain matters to which I shall refer
when the. sectional Estimates come up for
consideration. One matter about which I
shall speak will be the Narrogin court house.
Various Ministers for Works have received
deputations on the subject for the past 20
yvears, I dare say. All the representative
bodies in Narrogia, the municipal council,
the road board, the Chamber of Commerce
and others have for the past 20 years or
-more ag-itated for the sale of the court
hiouse site, the demolition of the existing
building and the ereation of a new and me-
'dern structure in a more suitable part of the
town. This very plainly built old structure
is of historic interest, but is unsuitable for
the purpose of a court house. The towns-

folk arc accustomed to seeing the old build-
ing, and do not mind having it there. Visi-
tors to the town, however, regard it as a sort
of joke that so mean a structure should
occupy so valuable a Piece of land. I be-
lieve it is Narregin's oldest building, and
wsas erected by a busy-hee, of pioneers in the
early days as an agricultural hall.

The M1inister for MN-ines: Do you think tho
Historical Society would permit it to be
demolished?

Air. DONEY: We arc just now on the
point of establishing a branch of the Ilisro-
rieal Society in Narrogin. No doubt the so-
ciety would be interested in this very old
building, There may be a tinge of regret
if it is demolished. All will agree, however,
that a new court house should be erected
close to the police station. As things are at
present, those who are awaiting trial have
to pass through the main street to the court
house. If the trial discloses, that they are
innocent, it means that they have undergone
anl ignominy they do not deserve. Up to
within a year ago a good deal of coin-
petition awaited the sale of the site, but
a few mnonthis ago that competition had
materially decreased. I am afraid, unless
the sale is proceeded with quickly, possibly
no effort will be made to secure the site. I
have represented that aspect to the Mlinis-
ter, and I think hie is seized of the fact that
from the point of view of the Treasury and
economy the sale should be Proceeded with
quickly. R~ecently the matter was advanced
another stage by the question of the sale be-
ing brought into contact wvith the Estimates.
I n m very anxious that the sale should be
carried through without delay, and would
appreciate an admission from the Minister
that my idea of the urgency of the project
has his concurrence. I shall deal with other
matters as we conmc to the votes conceringi-
themn.

MR. MeLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[8.20]1- Recently thle Disabilities Commis-
sion urged us to spend our mioney on repro-
ductive works. Many opinions are held as
to what con stitutes a reproductive work.
Great difficulty is experienced at times in
deciding the question in view of the many
aspects that relate to it. Planning ahead
in, respect of our public works is a vital
necessity. We should know what works the
Government proposes to put in band, and
we should also know -the order of! their
urgency. At present, because of the un-
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settled conditions in the world, any plan
would be difficult to formulate. There is a
danger that our plans may he upset. I
know that all members are filled more with
the idea of helping the Empire should the
need arise. On the other hand, the time is
opportune for the appointment of at special
committee to examine the position with re-
spect to our public works. This is no newv
idea, bitt it is nevertheless a good one. 'Meas-
hers would thus have an opportunity to
carry some of the responsibility. The com-
mittee could call evidence and examine all
proposals that were submitted. The MNinister
would know in what order works u-cerc to he
carried out. Public works that had been comn-
pleted could hie examined and their usef ulne-s
estimated. I should like to hear what class
of work the Government regards as repro-
ductive. He might also state in wkhat order
of urgency he placs them. Members should
know in advance what public works the
Government proposes to carry out. Great
public works should never be sprung upon
the people, who should hie prepared for them
in advance. The claim was made that we
must always have an active public works
policy, by means of which to employ the
large numbers of men who are unable to
obtain employment except through Govern-
,nr-nt activities. If that is the position, there is
all the more necessity for planning our
works ahead, find knowing in what parts of
the State they are likely to be carried out.
We have just about completed our railways,
our main roads are well advanced, our great
harbour works are almost completed, and
many of our public works are finished.

Mr. Cross: A great deal of reclamation
work remains to be done.

Mr. Mcr 4ARTY: Yes, but we should
know well ahead what we intend to do. Re-
quests for public works are ever with us
and are numerous. Their reproductive nat-
ture is another question. I believe one of
the safest undertakinigs we can engage in is
the storage of water. We have only to look
at our present irrigation areas to appre-
ciate that. No agricultural part of the State
has made greater strides than have the irri-
gation areas. They have been responsible
for the establishment of butter factories
and condensed milk factories, and they have
gone ahead with production by leaps and
houinds. At present they are in ai serious
position. I have only r isen to aisk the

M.~inister to make sonic pronouncemeat 01
policyv as to the future of these districts.
Some time ago the people of Harvey pre-
sented the Minister with a wonderful case,
le has had an opportunity to study it.
One paragraph of this case states,-

The Cold hard fact to be faced at the pre.
seiit time is that thec existing reservoir, de.
signed and notified to the public as capable of
irrigating 9,300 acres, cannot irrigate more than
4,000 acres (and this area without security),
while the potential area, to be wvatered is ap.
proximately 12,000 acres.
The tendency in all irrigation areas in the
world is to increase tile ntumber of water-
togs. This has been proved in the Eastern
States, and is the ease in Western Australia.
The existing reservoir is incapanble of cop-
ing with that extra watering, and the pas-
lures in the areas in question are suffering
in consequence. It is a long time since *the
ease was presented to the Minister. I shall
be glad if he will tell us what his policy is
wvithl respect to thesearas

I should now like to refer to the Warcona
district. A letter from the Chairm~n of
[me Urakesbrook Rtoad Board was recently
published in the "'West Australian." The
chairman pointed out it was not possi b le t9
water to anything like the extent that .wns
desi red by the settlers concerned. The
shortage of water is having a most detri-
mnental effect uponi both those irrigation dis-
tricts. I ami afraid if additional Storage
iS not provided in the near future the areas
will suffer very serious loss. :

Daring the last three or four years
hundreds of thousands of pounds have
been spent on drainage in the South-
West. In the main thme expenditure
ha s proved highly satisfactory, and
I have no doubt the work will be
ineprodoctive. Areas that were flooded and
not producing anything are now yielding
excellent pastures, almost equal to anything
that could he found anywhere in the State.
These iret areas will all row subterranean
clover and pasture if properly drained. I
express mny satisfaction with the drainage
work that hlas been carried out in the South-
West, and have no doubt it will prove re-
productive. Some farmers, however, really
practical people, claim that certain of these
areas are being' overdrained. This is quite
poss-ible. and I would suggest to the Minis-
ter for Works that he put this to the officers
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of his department, who would of course
have to work in conjunction with the officers
of the Departmient of Agriculture, in order
to ascertain if there is any danger of over-
draining some of this country, and what
particular area would be affected. I repeat,
I appreciate the drainage work that has been
carried out iii the South-West.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [8.31] :1 was
interested in the speech of the member for
Claremont (Mr. North). He stressed the
necessity for completing the building int
which we, as a Parliament, assemble to make
the laws of time State. This is not the first
time I have heard a plea made for the comn-
pletion of Parliament House. Mly memory'
carries me back to the time when the present
member for Guildford-MKidland was occup'y-
ing in the flaglish Government time positioni
now occupied by the nieruler for Mt. Haw-
thorn (Hon. H. Millington). Many similar
requests were then made to complete the
building as it was originally designed. The
reply at that time was that the money re-
quired to complete the building could be
better slpent in other directions. Many years
have since elapsed, but I believe the present
Minister for Works would give the same
reply.

Mir. North: It is a good guess.
Mr. NEEDHAM: The Minister would

reply that the muoney could be well spent,
or better spent, on reproductive works.

Member: He would not be far out, either.
Mir. NEEDHAM: I amn not concerned so

munch about the completion of the building
as it was originally planned, as I am about
that section of the building which I think
could he made wore habitable and more corn-
fodable, and which houses our staff, the
"Hansard" staff, the clerical staff, and our
typists. They have suffered long in a eli-
mate such as this in the present iron build-
ing. It is Hades in summer-that is a mild
term to use-and it is worse than a refri~ger-
ating chamber in winter. However pressed
the Minister may he for cash, and I know he
has to depend upon the mercy of the Trea-
surer, I think sufficient money could be
found at least to make the quarters where
these men live and work more habitable and
more congenial. We must realise that the
"Hlansard" staff, are officers of Parliament.
Something should he done to make their
working conditions more tolerable. The

member for Murray-W~ellingtoti (Mr. Me-
Litrty) referred to the necessity for a long
rang-e policy of public works. I agree
with him. I am sure the Minister
agrees with him, too. When speaking ont

dlie Address-in-reply, 1 mentioned the
necessity for a lon-range policy of public
works niot only for this State, but for the
Comnmonw'ealtlh. I suggested that the Pro-
iiiiers of the States, with the Prime Minis-
ter of the Commonwealth, should get to-
gether to ap out a policy of works that
could be put into operation should we be
s3o unfortunate as again to meet with an
economic stormi such as that from 1930 on.-
wards. The Government must recognise
its reslponsibility to the people, who Ihave
the right to work and live. The people
., M~ild, however, be put to work that will
he relproductive. Time and again in this
Chamber the Government lans been criti-
cised becuse it has spent loan mnoney on
unreproduetive works. The mnember for Ned-
lands (Hon. N.. Keenan) vigorously casti-
gated thle Government for having- donea that.
I [owever, Ilie nececssity was such that the
Governmient was comlpelledl to flnd work for
mien and women, and much of that work,
undoubtedly, Wais not. of a reproductive
nature. It is, I think, incumbent on the
Minister for 'Works to try to mnap out some
policy for I he future, and hie might con-
sider the advisability oif getting into touch
with private enterprise in the building
trade. IC the Department of-Public Works
arid thle various builders in the State got
together, somec arrangement could he made
for continuity of work. There need not be
too inuch work to-day and none to-morrow.
Private enterprise might engage a certain
itujnbur of ineli and when their jobs were
completed, the Department of Public Works
could eng-age those men on other work, and
vice versa.

Another suggestion made by tbe member
for M1urray-Wellington is the appointment
of a comamittec to assist Parliament in the
planning of works. That has been tried
and proved successfull by the Commonwealth
Ciovertinen t. The Conmmonwealth Parlia-
mieat had a public works committee for
miany years. I served on it for three years
myself. It was abolished during the de-
lpression years, but subse:quently it was re-
mssitated. My three years' experience on
that comanittee convinced me that the com-
mnittee saved the Commonwealth Govern-
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mneat a very considerable amount of money
by its investigation of proposed works. The
committee inqinired into works the cost of
which would be £25,000 or over. Before
any work involving such expenditure could
lie commnced, it had to be investigated by
the committee, who reported on it to Par-
liamient. During the time the committee
was in existence, it saved the Commonwealth
Government millions of pounds. A committee
of such a nature would be very helpful.
I know the Minister will say that we can-
not complete Parliament House, but I
think something should be done to make
the conditions of our staff more tolerable.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [8.38]:- I
hope the Minister wvill be able to tell us
what buildings tie Government proposes to
erect. I sau, in the Pres, reeently that a
start is to be mrade unear Government House
wvith a block of buildings. He might take
the Committee into his confidence and state
what the Government proposes to do there.
I know that for a long time alterations to
the Land Titles Office and the iDepartmaent of
Ag-riculture have been considered tn hi' n,pe--
sary. I do not knowv whether the Govern-
meat intends to bring down a Bill to auth,-
orise the erection of and additions to the
buildings I have mentioned, or whether the
exp~enditure wvill be made from loan funds,
lbut whatever is done, I hope the Minister
will take the olpOltulit -v of infor3ming the
Committee what the Government proposes
to do.

I desire to refer to another matter which
has been mentioned, and that is Parliament
H-ouse. This building has been open for
a5 Years; and a galvanised structure Wvas

erected to tide over the staff for one or twoe
years. While I agree that this galvanised
structure is noat altogether falling to pieces,
I pint~ out that the roof is rusted through
in places. The time has arrived when sonic
small amount of money*A should be spent
yearly to make provision for additional
accommodation. To-day a room is not
available for a party to hold a meeting. The
suggestion would not represent anything
extraordinary if it were proposed thait aiddi-
tionall accommodation should be provided.
Then, again, the roomu provided for the
Leader of the Opposition is bitterly cold in
winter and extremely hot in summer. It is
really an enclosure of p~ortioni of a verandah.
I have a great deal of consideration for any

member who, as Leader of the Opposition,
has to work almost continuously in such a
room. I am not complaining personally,
but I know the conditions that exist are
most unsatisfactory. Nevertheless, that in-
convenience is not any worse than that ex-
perienced by the "Hansard" staff and other
members of the staff. In the summer
months, one can hardly bear to stay in
their rooms during the heat of the day. If
n small sum could be set aside annually for
the provision of decent accommodation for
the staff, the money would] be well spent.
Parliament House is situated somewhat out
of the city. When distinguished visitors in-
spect the building and[ note the galvanised
iron aninexe, they do miot regard it as a good
advertisement for the State. The pros-
perity of a country is so often assessed
by thie type of its buildings, public and
otherwise. .NatUrallY, I do not desire money
spent that should be used for educational
purposes or for the assistance of those en-
gage( in our industries, but I really think
we could spend a small amount annual ly to
increase the accommodation available at
Parlia menct House.

Mr. North: The State was in a very small
way when the building was erected.

H~on. C. G. LATHAi: For 35 years the
temporarv building has housed the staff, and
I feel sure that the Minister recognises the
position' There seems to be a horror at the
thoughkt of doing, anything towards the com-
pletion of Parliament House. The buildin~g
does not belong to us; it belongs to the
people. It is supplosed to be the first build-
ing in the city, although it is a poor example
of the type of building in Perth. Members
call see in -Mr. Speaker's room the plans
of a most elaborate building.

Mr. Marshall: I do not think thme aecoin-
nodation indicated there would be sufficient

now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMA: I do not think any
harmn would be done if £E10,000 wvere set
aside annually for a building scheme to pro-
vide sufficiet accommodation for the staff to
enable them to work under reasonable con-
ditions. Such a p~roviLsionl would also en-
able rooms to be erected where members
could meet their constituents and hold meet-
ings from time to time. There seems to be
an impression abroad that we do not desire
to make any alterations to Parliament
House, but I think members who have spoken
will agree that there is necessity for work
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alon g those lines. The fact is that the gal-
vanised iron annexe will have to be removed
or rebuilt, and it would be wiser to spend the
money in providing a permanent structure.
The expenditure would be justified in tho
long run.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [8.45]: 1
would be remiss it I did not express the ap-
preciation of the residents of the goldfields
regarding the action of the Works Depart-
ment in reconditioning the principal retieu-
lation mains leading from the Mt. Charlotte
reservoir iii Kalgoorlie. Those pipes had
been in use since the inauguration of the
Goldfields Water- Supply Scheme, and had
become so corroded with rust that not only
was the water press ure being interfered
wvith, but the supply was an absolute bug-
hear to housewives. W hen they desired to
do their weekly washing, they drew off a
supply of reddish-brown flud that very
often interfered wvith culinary requirements
as well.

Mr. Lambert: Are you sure it was water?
Mr. STYANTS: On some occasions it was

a question whether it was water or mud. The
goldfields p)eople have to pay charges for
their water supply which, if levied upon
metropolitan residents, would be deemed ex-
tortionate. I have heard people in Perth
complain about paying Is. per 1,000 gallons,
whereas the goldfields people have to pay
6s. 9d. par thousand. Even so, that rate has
obtained only comparatively recently for
formerly we had to pay 7s. 3d. per 1,000
gallons for household purposes. While we
would not expect to have water delivered 375
miles from the source for the same charges
as are levied for water delivered within a
few miles of the reservoir, it has 'been felt
that the Goldfields Water Supply Schemte
should have been treated as a national under-
taking on the same lines as the railways. The
goldields have been responsible for provid-
ing so much wealth for the State that the
people should not, in justice, have been
called upon to foot the bill for the whole
cost of the scheme and for its repair.

Mr. Lambhert: They have not beau required
to pay the whole cost because 50 per cent.
of the sinking fund was paid from Consoli-
dated Revenue.

Mr. STYANTS: I am aware that ap-
proximately 50 per cent, of the loan that
was redeemed in London was contributed
from Consolidated Revenue. Nevertheless,

I believe the Goldflelds 'Water Supply
Schenic is the only scheme of its kind in the
State that has definitely paid its way.

Member: It paid for itself.
Mr. STYANTS: No, because 50 per cent.

of the money required to redeem the loan
five or six years ago wvas derived from Con-
solidated Revenue. The cheapest ratq at
which water is supplied en the goldflelds is
2s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons. While it is per-
haps dilicult in these times of financial
stress, to suggest that any commodity should
be delivered by the Government at less than
cost price, I thik that the people on the
goldflelds should be supplied with water at
actual cost price. The service should not be
looked upon as a source from which to aug-
meont Consolidated Revenue. The goldfields
people certainly appreciate the action of the
Minister in reducing the charge from 7s. 3d.
Io 6s. 9d. per 1,00 gallons, and iii recondi-
tioning and relining the pipes. The latter
work will prove a boon to housewives from
tho standpoint of a clean water supply. I
also wish to voice my appreciation of the
work carried out in connection withl the
erection of new school fences and in the
renovation of school buildings. Both] fences
and buildings had suffered from dry rot
and bad been attacked by white ants. They
had been erected 35 or 36 years ago, and
would normally hare been due for renova-
tion in the period from 1920 to 1L925 when
the mining industry experienced its decline.
It was thought by pessimists that expendi-
ture on such workc at that period was not
warranted. When the ining industry
picked up again, and the life of the gold-
fields seemed to have been prolonged for
many years, it was pleasing to the residents
to see that the Works Department were pre-
pared to rehabilitate these buildings and put
the fences in a safe and reasonably good
condition. The shelter sheds of the Kalgoor-
lie central school had fallen into a danger-
ous condition. Some of the hearers in the
-roof were split, and many of the boards
from the side of the play 'house had rotted
away through dry rot. The cement floors
had broken to such an extent that children
were being injured whilst running a-round in
the wet weather, through falling into holes
where the cement had disintegrated. Usually
I find myself in this frame of mind when I
har-e a complaint to make against the de-
partMeuit. It is however my duty as a rep-
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rezientative of the goldfields to say that we
are particularly pleased with the work that
bas been done for us by the department.

Onl the Address-ini-reply I said I con-
sidered that something should be done to
provide butter accommodation within Parlia-
ment House so that members ight inter-
view their constituents under suitable condi-
tions. The lack of accommodation of this
sort has always struck me very forcibly. If
one, of may constitnents caie to see me on
any day on which the House was sitting, and
arrived here after 3 o'clock, it is doubtful
whether I would be able to find a room in
whichi to convetsc with him. Certainly we
have a stranger's room, bnt if anyone else
were in occupation of it T would probably
have to go out on the pavement to discuss
business possibly of a private and confiden-
tial natnre.

3fr. Lamibert: Or to King's Park.
Mr, STYANTS: I might have to take my

constituents on the grass in front of Parlia-
ment House. Not only is that demeaning to
the member, bnt it is unsatisfactory to the
elector. There is always a chance that one
may b)e able to take one's constituent along
the corridor, get into somne hole or corner,
and discuss business with him there. There
is a dlanger in that, particularly if the
-visitor happens to be a young and at-
tractive female. Recently a social purist
has arisen in our mnidst. Possibly, therefore,
if the member for Kalgoorlie were seen sit-
ting in a corner talking confidentially to
a young and attractive female it might be
thought he wvas forning sonic unfortunate
social alliance.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: 'We know you too
well for that.

Mr. STYANTS: It might be all right for~
the lion, member, whose social reputation
has always been like Caesar's wife, above
reproach. Some of us have a social repu-
tation which perhaps is somewhat shaky,
and this might shatter the little reputation
we have.

Mr. Sampson: It would liven up the elec-
tioneering outlook.

Mr. STYANTS: Accommodation should
be provided so that it would not be neces-
sary' for members to discuss business with
a constituent outside the building, or in cir-
cumstauies which do not add to the prestige
of this Assembly. I also wish to draw atten-

tion to what I have always regarded as the
most unsightly portion of Parliament
House, namely, the unhygienic and uncom-
fortable buildings, the corrugated iron sec-
tie!], provided for the employees. The
structure is most unsuitable, very hot and
very unsightly. As pointed out by the
member for Claremont, dilapidated build-
ings are no recommendation from the point
of view of tourists. Neither are they any
jad vertiselnen t for Western Australia.
When n member brings -visitors to
Perth they- naturally want to see the
Legislative hialls, but they find the hbuilding
in a half-finishied state. They ask how long
this state of allairs has prevailed, and are
told it has lprevailed ever since the building
was crected. If a commercially-mintded per-
son wvent about Perth and found a half
completed building sheltering a business
that had been in operation for 35 years, and
that it had pieces of hoop iron hanging
from the sides, awaiting the day wvhen the
edifice would be completed, they would
not form a high opinion of the pros-
petity' of that business. That is the
inression created in the minds of
tourists and business and commercial men
when they arc shown over Parliameont House.
When it is necessary to explain that the
building is not yet completed, that it has
not even reached its foundation stone, and
that we have to grow a creeper to cover
the foundation stone, they naturally wonder
whether we are a progressive community or
niot.

Mr. North: It certainly creates at had im-
pressioun.

M r STYANTS: I agree. N.ot only
visitors but the people of the State
expect something better of the buildings in
which the laws governing them are made.
For these reasons I hope some additions
will be made to the building. I am glad the
Leader of the Opposition has associated
himself with the suggestion that better
accommodation should he provided. If we
cannot get the whole thing done in 12
months we could have a progressive building
scheme under which so much work could be
allotted to each year. The time has long
since passed -when we should put up with
the lack of accommodation we have. I hope
the Government will be able to find, if not
the whole of the amount with which to comn-
plete the job according to the original plans,
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at all events a certain amount each year so
that a progressive building programme may
be carried out.

MR. LIAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[8.58]: 1 ani glad the question of the com-
pletion of Parliament House has been
raised. Fromn timie to time the House Coin-
mittee has discussed the inadequacy of the
accommodation in Parliament House. With-
in the limits of our resources it has been the
desire of thle Committee to give such aceom-
modation as it could. Our limitations are
of a financial nature. Unless the Govern-
ment can place the money at the disposal of
the Committee for the extra accommodation
it is futile for us to attempt to do much in
the matter. Out of our own votes, we have
made certain small additions for the comfort
and convenience of members, but what
we have done has been limited. It is a
shameful thing that we cannot do more. I
am glad the Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred to the accommodation, for our officers
hav-ing been neglected for so many years.
Particularly is the aecommnod ation disgrace-
ful when we remember that we have lady
members inl the House. Of necessity they
twist meet anti interview and sometimes en-
tertain their friends. The accommodation is
such that it would not do credit to anl ordin-
ary nigger's camp. I hope the 'Minister for
Works will lie induced to undertake the comn-
pletion of this building along the original
lines. A certain amount of money should
be set aside and progressive improvements
made to the building with a view to its com-
pletion within a certain number of years.
Only a few years ago it was necessary to
provide one or two more rooms. The Coun-
try Party some years ago had no accommo-
dation in which to hold meetings. I had the
matter discussed at a meeting of the House
Committee, and was successful in having a
room provided for Country Party members,
in which they could hold Caucus meetings,
or whatever they call them, Followin g thatr,
arose the necessity for suitable accommoda-
tion for the Leader of the Opposition. The
Public 'Works Department accordingly pro-
ceeded to obtain the most unsuitable mate-
rial, to build what could only be likened
to an ordinary decent stable, if it would
serve such a purpose. The department
built two rooms with asbestos and other
boards I do not know anything about.
The Leader of the Opposition says that
the place is almost a refrigerator in

p\inter time and is very hot in the
summnner months. It is altogether un-
suitable as accommodation u-herein to carry
out ordinary work. I happened to stay
there for as long as my restless spirit would
allow me to stay and I found it particularly
cold in winter and uncomfortably hot in
summer. NWhen1 one experiences varying
deg-rees of hecat and( cold, one never knows
what indiscretions one may' commit. I hope
that by all sections of this Chamber and
of anothler place, sufficient emphasis will he
placed upon the necessity for something being
done definitely and quickly to implrove the
existing conditions. Apari t from additional
accommodation for meambers, more writing-
rooms should be provided, and there shou ld
be additional telephone services and services
of other kinds for those caller! upon to visit
Parliament House.

Fancy the walls of the rooms occupied
by the "Hfalusard" staff being constructed
of paper boards! One of these days
somneone will be inspired to emula te
Guy Fawkes, and then perhaps we
shall get a new building. 1 hope the Min-
ister will be seized with the necessity for
anl improvenment. The matter has been dis-
cussed year in. and year out. Rooms of the
same type as the old iron buildings that
were used 26 years ag-o as camips in the
constituency of the niember for K~algoorlie
are used to house "'Hansa rd'" and many of
our valuable records. Officers have to work
in accommodation of that sort from the
middle of the year to the end of December
when the House adjourns.

Mr. Hegney: Would you recommend the
installation of wireless and loud speakers
in the Chamber?

Air. LAMBERT: I would not mind that,
so long as none of my relations tuned in..
I should be pleased to have one of the con-
tributions of the hion. member broadcast
to the people in his constituency. At pre-
sent it is almost impossible for a member
to have a private discussion over the tehe-
phone within the precincts of the House,
The room of the Leader of the Opposition
is separated from the corridor merely by
a window, and people outside can hear what
is said within so that there is no privacy
whatever. The Press has a miserable room
uipstairs, and the reporters have better ac-
cominodation when they retreat from here
and g-et away from muchi of what they have
to suffer as a result of listening to the
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speeches of lhon, memubers. If the people
in tile kitchen are grilling luscious steak
and onions one is warned of the fact about
an hour before the meal is served. The
odour generally intrudes itself into the
corridor long before mealtime, so that one
has no need to have steak and onions for
tea, because it has already been served up in
the corridor. I was speaking to the Presi-
dent of the L egi slative Council about the
matter the other day. The subject has been
discussed, not once, but for the last 20
years-ever since I was a boy. If discus'~
sions could build brick walls and provide
tiled roofs we wvould have here a building
liY± some of. the nmansions that exist else-
where.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [9.913- I
should like to bring to the notice of the
Minister for W~orks the fact that the time
is overdue for his department to improve
the main road at the JRivervale crossing.
In -no other Australian capital will so dan-
gerous a stretch of main road he found
as that at Rivervale. Elsewhere, similar
roads are either carried under the railway

oiu r Laken over it. This improvement
should have been effected here long ago,
especially as the work would give censider-
able employment and the Government is at
its wit's end to find metropolitan employ-
ment for men with a reasonable ease for
it. I have been on various deputations to
Ministers in connection with this matter.
One waited upon Mr. Willeock when he
w~as M1sinister for Railways, the Perth City
Council and the Belmont Pa-rk Road Board
joining in a request for a subway. The
approach to the railway lends itself to the
easy construction of a subway, which more.-
over would effect a definite improvement in
the highway there. This request definitely
intorcsts the whole State, beeause country
people coming to Perth are unaware of the
dangeruus character of the crossing. I
trust the Mlinister will give prompt atten-
tion to the matter. The road system should
likewvise he improved on the other side of
the crossing. This matter has been sub-
mnitted to the -Minister for Railways with
a view to the straightening-out of the road
over the Belmont railway line near What-
Icy, from Newman's corner to Cresco. It
ay he contended that the local authorities

receive traffic fees for doing this class of
work, but the amount received by the B~el-
innnt Road Board would he utterly insuffi-

cient for the purpose. Whilst the main road
is supposed to carry the greatest load of
traffic, a census extending over a week has
shown that the flow of vehicles from Guild-
ford is now greater than that over thle
Helena River bridge and the Bassendean
bridge, 54 per cent, of the traffic being
from Guildford as against 40 per cent. from
the Highway. The matter was very fully
discussed four years ago, and the indica-
tions ave that traffic on the road system is
just !is implortallt as traflic on the main
highways. Here ag-ain is a work that wvould
give mietro}politain enmploymhen t.

Yet another work of thle Same eharaeter
is the improvement of lBaysi-ater school
grounds. The Works Department has
drawn up a pln for (lio plilpose, and the
matter has received, attention from the
Minister for Education. It has been before
the Works Department almost ever since I
have' represented the Middle Swan elector-
ate. All thme authorities admit the need
for doing something, but niot one of them
is prepared to do it. The school is attended
by sonic 500 children, and the sehoolground
is 1-1- 1of thc O! ti thc muuropoiitan
araa. I trust the Minister for Works wvill
give attention to the various matters. I
have mentioned.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[9.151: I desire to bring under the 3finis-
ter's notice the existence of a swamp
A Jolimont, conerning whih a dlepu-
tation has already waitedi on him. The
people affected hiave asked me to stress
the point that the Government owns 19
blocks of land under the swamp. which in
summer is infested with mnosquiitoes and is a
detriment to the health of the children. The
surrounding houses are all small and are
occupied by relief workers, peop~le onl susten-
ance, or people with small incomes. As has
been mentioned here repeatedly, such people
have large families; in this instance the chil-
dren have little space in which to play, and
therefore play in and around the swamp.
It would not cost the Government much to
cea'n the swamp, remove the dead trees, and
imake the locality at least presentable. What
I hare suggestedl would at least clear away
mosquitoes and other pests.

Mr. Cross: What is the municipality do-
mrl about it?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: It is the Gov-
ement, and not the municipality, that owns
the 19 blocks under the swamp. The people
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owning the other blocks under the swamp
are in various parts of Australia and ditli-
cult to locate. As this appears to be a day
of general thanks, I take the opportunity to
thank the Minister for the sewerage works
which have been carried out at Jolimonit. The
people there are grateful to the hon. gentle-
man. The ground at the back of the deli-
niont school, which is attended by over 600
children, i-s not in a good state, although
something is being done to it now. J fully
realise that all our schools want attention,
;and that the Government has not a great
deal of money. Nevertheless, there are large
holes. in the ground at this particular school,
and children might suffer accidents which
would call for compensation. Reverting to
the swamp, if the Government fulfilled its
'responsibility, the municipality would prob-
ably clean up the remaining 30 blocks in the
swamp,

THE MINISTER FR WORKS (Hon.
H. 'Millington-M1t. Hawthorn-in reply)
[9,19] : After hecaring, a description of these
'Houses of Parliament this evening, I wish
to point out that I. am not solely responsible,
though willing to accept my fair share of re-
sponsibility. 1 may add that I hardly re-
cognised the description. The Kent-skeet
wreir led off the discussion, -hut it will he
realised that weirs are not built from re-
venue. I dlid promise that the present weir
would be renovated;, and. now I find that a
new weir, to cost £4,000 is wanted. That is
a matter I shall have to discuss with the
Treasurer. The member for Claremont de-
sires to be informed whether the To*n Plan-
it Commissioner can instruct the Federal
Government to demolish a hotel and replace
it by a new building. The Town Planning
Commissioner is a very strong man. and
seems to have great powers, or usurps them,
but I do not think he has power to order
the (demolition of the building referred
to. If a new building is to be con-
structed, he might have to approve of its
layout. The nest point was raised by the
member for Claremont (Mr. North). While
he was speaking, the Minister for Educa-
tion informed me that the school rounds
at Claremont will he drained shortly.

Mr. North: Thank you very much.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So I
hiope that difficulty will be overcome. The

memnber for Williams-Narrogi n (Mr. Doneyl
mentioned the court buildings at Narrogin.

I understand the department is endiavour-
ing to dispose of the old courthouse and
station, which arc erected on valuable land,
and to purchase a cheaper block of land on
which to erect suitable buildings. I have
consulted with the Minister for Justice. He
is not quite sure what stage has been
reached,' but I know that what I have stated]
has been contemplated for some time. We
should sell the good block of land with the
bad buildings and get-

Mr. Marshall: A had block of hand for
good buildings.

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS : No,
another suitable block of land for the new
buildings, I hope we shall be able to do so.
Now 1 come to those matters upon which I
have been asked to make a pronouncement.
I have made a note of them:' First, our
works programme, I have to outline a
policy; second, a long-range policy of public
works in their order of urgency; the leader
of the Opposition wants to know something
about public offices; third, we should ap)-
point a works committee consisting of mnem-
bers of this House; fourth, Parliament
House should be completed. Those are the
main matters; other matters I may have
forgotten. Before dealing with the main
questions, I shall deal with the Jolirnont
land, I did receive a deputation from the
civic authorities, introduced hy the member
for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardcll-Oliver). The
fact is that the matter is entirely a munici-
pal responsibility, but out of the goodness
of my heart I agreed to snag the swamp.
With regard to public offices, a pronounce-
inent will he made by the Premier. For
some years past we have had a committee
dealing with the needs of departments for
additional and better accommodation. The
most urgent needs are those of the Agricul-
tural Department and the records depart-
ment.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: And the Land Titles
Office.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
also is considered urgent. I know the Pre-
mier regards it as even more urgent than
the Agricultural Department.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: It is.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
would not say that in the presence of the
Minister for Agriculture. The matter has
been before the Public Works Department,
and Mr. Clare, the principal architect, has,
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I understand, the plans in a well advanced
state. I spoke to him recently and when
I consultefi the Premier, he said, "This is a
matter on which I should consult Parlia-
ment." The Premier, no doubt, will shortly
bring the matter before Parliament. A
work of that magnitude he thought should
first be referred to Parliament,

Hon. C. G. Latham: I thought he might
do that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
plans are wveil advanced, and if we can settle
the rather delicate question of the site there
should not be muchi delay in proceeding with
those buildings. I couple that up wvith the
suggestion that Parliament House should he
completed. Were it not for the fact that
better accommodation for the Plublic Scr-
v'ice is so urgently reqnire(], that work
could be underta1ken, espeeially as the
House seems to he united in declaring that
the work is urgent.

Members: Hear, hear!
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: It

would provide good] work for the building
trade. It is needed and can be justified.
i remember the late 1M1r. Davy had the
couragre to bring the matter before the
House seriously, and at that time it was well
received by both sides of the House. The
accommodation for the "Hansard" staff and
the rather intimate matter referred to by
the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Styants)
should receive attention, if there is what I
might term a1 half-way house in that respect.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: I think you could do
a portion of the work.

The MINXISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
certainly refer the matter to the Treasurer
and also obtain a report.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Finish one wing at
a time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
we should do something better to aecommo-
dute the "Hansard" staff and others. We
ha ve been carrying out some renovations.

Mr. Sampson: The plan of Parliament
House is now out of date.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At pre-
sent I can hold out no hope that the comple-
tion of the building will be seriously under-
taken.

Hon. C. G, Latham:- I do not think we
can do that.

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mem-
bers will agree with me that it is imperative

the Government should make a start with
tie public buildings.

Mir. Sampson: New plans should be pre-
pitied. The fashion in architecture has
changed since the plan was drawn.

'The Minister for Mines: -Not for the
better.

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS:- I do not
think we would be fussy if we could get
these buildings completed.

Mr. Sampson: The original design would
now prove too costly.

The MNISTER FOR WORKS: Un-
deniiably, we arc behind with our works pro-
g11ramuse, but that is due to circumstances
ox-er which wve have no control;. otherwise
the Coinpletioni of Parliamwent house would
have been undertaken long ago. I do not
think even those who bold a brief for coun-
try works would object to such completion.
However, that work will have to wait,
although a very good case has been made
out for it. I dio not know that I have any
objection to a parliamentary committee of
works.

I In Clfl .~tam Wct;'zd &ppiVtt
it once before. but the memibers would not
agree.

The 'MINISTER FOR WVORKSZ: An im-
piressionI seemis to exist that Gover-111
ints have usurped more control than

has been the case in the past. Under our
system of government, that is not what hap-
pens. I have attended large conferences,
and have found that if work is to be done,
it must be referred to committees. If an
attempt is made to get a great deal of work
dlone by a conference of 150 members, it will
he found that not much headway will be
made. The work requires concentration and
is given to committees to undertake. That is
what Parliament does. Under our system,
whether we realise it or not, the work of
the House is given to a committee, which is
called the Government.

lion. C. G. Latham: Onl which the Oppo-
sition is not represented.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government is responsible for the work and
for carry ing out the wishes of 'Parliament.
It must carr *y out the wishes of Parliament,
because* it cannot live without the backing of
Parliament. The statement has been made
that Parliament was ignored in these mat-
ters;: but Parliament has decided how they
shall he carried out and how its powers shall
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be delegated. At the samte time, I am aware
that public works committees have func-
tioned successfully iii the Federal arena,
although1 [ do not know that the economies
mentioned by the member for Perth (Mr.
Needham) were so noticeable. I have re-
collections of works that could well have
been supervised by a committee. A notable
instance was the Henderson base. I do not
know whether the member for Perth (11r.
Needhamn) can say that that undertaking
was supervised by the Public Works Coin-
Inijitee.

MAr. "Needhamn: 'No.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: Even
if it had bcen, it will be realised that Gov-
ernment policy is at times enforced inl re-
spect of such important works. I aplpre-
6ate the fact that Mr. Gregory, M.HIias
chairman of the Federal Public Works Coin-
mnittee, carried out excellent work and exami-
ined many projected public undertakings
throughout Australia with beneficial results.
Although the Federal Government functions
over a much larger area than does the State
Government, we in 'Western Australia also
have a system of committees. Thle mnember
for Murray-Wellington (Mr, -Mebarty) re-
ferred to drainage and irrigation matters.
To deal with questions affectingy water sup-
plies, we have a committee comprising thle
hydraulic engineers and representatives of
thle Agricultural Department. That commit-
tee handles questions regarding hydraulics,
irrigation and drainage. Proposals sub-
mnitted to the Governent are examined and
.recommendations are made in thle order of
urgency. From thle standpoint of tile most
urgent wvork to he undertaken inl Western
Australia, we must have regard to the fact
that our railways already exist andi no one
would seriously suggest extenlsions in that
direction. We have our road policy and
the amount of £750,000 fronm the Federal
Aid Roads Agreement is ample to maintain
that policy. Therefore, in speaking of the
expenditure of loan funds proper, I should
say that the provision of country water sup-
plies anti irrigation works would be first in
the order of importance for thle Government
to undertake. I say that, notwithstanding
thle fact that it canunot he shown that any of
tim irrigation undertakings are payable pro-
positions. I would not like to inform the
Committee of the actual losses onl certain
irrigation schemes. Nevertheless, I1 can
state that in one instance it cost S8s.

all acre to put water on the land, and lye
collect front the producer 13s. per acre per
annum. NMaturally we do not consider anl irri-
gation proposition On that basis, but front
the standpoint of the indirect benefit to
the State. It, as a result of anl irri-
gation scheme, anil area becomes prolific,
is thoroughly dleveloped, and( towns spring
uip as inl the South-West, where we expect
our population to be carried in the future,
then instead of trains passing through sta-
tions with a whistle, we will find them pull-
ing up and hiauling loads of produce away.
Thus the state will in time real) the beneft
of the expenditure. In a country like West-
ern Australia whtere, as His Excellency the
Lieut- Governo r says, we have the right sun
through six months of the year, theocon di-
tions arc undelniablv suitable for irrigattion.
As time goes onl, funds become available and
Our' policy is dceveloped, we shall. see to it
that as little as possible of our water runs
to Waste.

There arc other undertnkings that mtust
receive attention. 'We have already dis-
cusqsed thle need for pubhlic buildings. We
are behind in our programme ini that respect
and also with regard to school accomm'loda-
tion, as well as that necessary for offiers in
the Government service, such as the police.
if we were not tinder anl obli gation to pro-
vide work under coniditions that involve the
smallesit possible exp~enditu,'o onl thle pur-
chase of material, and which apply to under-
takinigs that in mnany instances cotuld not be
justified apit froml thle standpoint of pro-
viding employment for as many men as pos-
sible, our programme would be entirely dif-
ferent. On thme other ia ad, in one sense thle
expenditure of such money is taken out of
the hands of the Governme nt, and we are re-
quired to spend it on the provisioni of (in-
ployment for the greatest possible number
of men. The works we should he enigag-ed in
include country wrater supplies, and irriga-
tion-our road policy is provided for-and
public buildings, especially better accommuo-
dation at pr~imiary and secondary schools. If
thle Government itself could decide )how the
nioncy could be spent and the necessary
funds were available, tile expenditure would
be entirely different from what it is to-day
when we, so to sp]eak, have to spend it under
compulsion. If it is any comnfort to the
member for Murray-Wellington, I can ex-
press the opinion that the money spent on
irrigation works and drainage will ho en-
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tirely justified inl the future. I note that
much of the criticism has been along the lies
of what should be done, and as the Estimates
provide for the future, members arc possibly
Justified in adopting that view. I have dealt
with the main questions that have been
raised and other items can be discussed under
the Loan Estimates.

Item, Salaries and Allowances, £99,393.

Ai1r, SAMPSON: Will the Minister ex-
plain the re-asoni for the increase of £10,05
ini respect of salaries?

The MtNISTER FOR WORKS: Tho
basicj wage now applies to all c ivil servants,
and that has 'been responsible for the in-
creased amiount mentioned by the hon. inemn-
her- Of the increased total chargeable to
revenue, £C900 is due to annual mecre-
ineats and the basic wage adjustmesnt, and
the balance is due to the amended allocza-
tion of salaries as between loan and revenue.
Officers of the Works Department arc paid
partly from revenue and pairtly from loan
funds. On this occasion, the greater amount
has been allotted to revenue. JIn seome cases

ea;:C'

Mr. NORTH: Is; any provision made so
that. the officers of the department may eon-
Stic ASubways or bridges? What procedure

should he adopted to have such work car-
ried out? Subwvays and bridges are neces-
sary in many parts of the metropolitan area,
flnd must be closely associated with any road
eOnStrulction.

The MININISTER FOR WORKS: This is
not a Government responsibility, except ais
to the main roads for which wve are respon-
4,ile. The responsibility rests ivith the
Railway Department and the municipali-
ties concerned. One subway at 'May-
lands is to be constructed conjointly
hy the Commissioner of Main Roads
and the local authorities concerned. Half
the money was found by the Metropolitan
Trust Account, and the other by the Main
roads Board. I believe that policy will be
followed in other cases The Commissioner
of Main Roads does undertake some work
ror which he is not really responsible.

item, Policing Traffic Act for glaring
headlights and speeding on main roads,;£400.

Mr. MeLARTY: The sum allotted under
this Item is £400. Last year £C600
was voted, and £5 was spent. I hope
the £400 will be expended this year.

Most motorists have a sense of responsibility,
but the irresponsible driver should be
broughbt to book. Some of them present a
great danger on the roads, parbicularly ia re-
spect of speeding and glaring headlights.
Cycles are also a danger, because riders will
not carry lights unless they are forced to do
so. It is the duty of the local authority to
police the Act, buit it cannot supervise all.
mouin roads. Another menace is the over-
loaded vehicle, against the owner of which
action should also be taken.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
stances quoted by the hon. member will be
dealt with in an amendment to the Traffic
Act that will shortly he introduced.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Townr Planining, t21,555-eigreed to.

Vote-Ayriculi re, £1100:

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(1{on. F. J. S. Wise-Gascoyne) [9.47] -
The Department of Ag-rieultnrc, it can he
claimed, has earned a wonderful reputa-

only in matters of guidance and( instruetion
but also in an endeavour to solve many1

of his, problemns. Further, it can be said
that the agricultural industry is second
omlv to gold in this State, and Ultimately
will be the most important primary indus-
try in Western Australia. We are experi-
encing a great deal of difficulty in the
marketing of many of our products, and we
can expect still greater difficulty in that con-
nection, If we sum up, the whole position,
anld Ihe activities in) countries which for-
mnerly constituted our markets, we can find
food for a. great dleal of reflection concerning
wxhat ultimately must be very disturbing prob-
lems associated with the disposal of our pri-
miary coummodities. Whilst in many coun-
tries the policy of self-sufficiency obtains,
it must have a very severe effect upon the
production in all countries which previously
had satisfied those markets. Let us take'
the positioni in England to-day, quite apart
from any other country where the race for
armaments goes onl. We must comle to
the conclusion that all Empire units, out-
side of foreign countries, will be very seri-
ously affected when they try to find mar-
kets in Eng-land for their products. Let
me take one item alone-pork and pork
products. There is a campaign in Eng-
land at present for a policy that in five
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years England shall have all these require-
mients produced within her borders. We
can thus see the beginning of a very dis-
turbing crisis in respect of finding markets
for commodities of which wve have spon-
sored the production, and to the producers
of which we have given a great deal of en-
couragement. In prefacing my remarks on
the work of the Department of Agricul-
ture with a reference to marketinig, I con-
sider the question of marketing is so
closely allied to that of production, and
the outlook is so serious that there is every
reason to feel disturbed. It is necessary
for us to consider how to view our policy
of land settlement in relation to the mar-
keting of commodities that the land is
c apable of producing. No matter what the
commodity is-whether it be wvheat or pork
or anything else-we know that we arc liv-
ing, on the money obtained from the export
of that commodity, and we shall he very
concerned in the adjustments that will have
to be made because of thme policy being
adopted by ov-erseas countries.

Mr-. North: To obtain a balanced pro-
duction will take a long time.

The MINISTER FOR, AGRICULTURE:
For miany avenues of production there is
a very serious outlook. Some difficulties
wvill arise quickly, and others will be slow
in comiing. One thing is certain: that with
the policy of self-sufficiency adopted by the
bigger nations, difficulties inevitably must
come. The difficulties of production have
been very materially cased for the man on
the land by the activities of officers of the
Department of Agriculture. In giving ad-
vice to settlers, in attending to the proper
administration of laws dealing- with plant
diseases and pests, and in conducting neces-
sary research the officers of the department
have rendered great service to the coin-
inapity. The Government has always re-

rouisedi the importance of the agrclua
indiisiury and given sympathetic considera-
tion to settlers who have had to face vari-
ous problems, but it is pertinent to observe
that in the last five years the vote of the
Department of Agriculture has almost
doubled. It increased from £58,192 in
1932-33, to £110,100 this year. In that
amount the figures for Muftresk College and
the abattoirs are not included.

With regard to the outlook for wheat this
year, -while the rains of the last few days
have mnaterially benefited certain areas, in
some sections the outlook is hopeless. The

North-Eastern wheatbelt uinfortunately ex-
pects very little crop indeed, and very fine
districts, such as that around Koorda, are
in a bad way. The crop in those districts
will not be as much as 50 per cent. of that
obtained last year. -Unfortunately the wors:e
the season the greater the ravages of pests.
fin consequenice of the very light season
there is a likelihood of a great shortage .*f
water for stock in many Parts of the State
that are usually safe in this respect through-
out the summer season. It is very difficult
to estimate the ultimate yield of wheat. 11
remember that last year when I anticipatiA,
-in introducing the Estimiates-that the
yield would be 35,000,000 bushels, nmember.-;
opposite thought I was unduly optimistic,
because at that stage there was a tapering
off of the season. Fortunately, however, the
yield approximated that esi inmate.

lion. P. D. Ferguson: Good rains oc3-
curred after you introduced the Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There have been good rains recently also,
though they have been patchy.

Mr. Patrick: The weather is different.
The MAINISTER, FOR AGRICULTURE:

Unfortunately we cannot control that. T h e
area sown this year was 3,323,800 acres,
and if we take the State average as 11
bushiels we should get within the vicinity of
30,000,000 bushels. 'While some districts
showed promise of having better yields than
those of last year, we cannot be over-opti-
mistic in the mnatter. We hope, however,
that the total of 89 million bushels -will be
reached, wvhieh will mean that the State's
average will be maintained. An outstand-
ing achievement of the department has been
that 71 per cent. of the wheat grown in the
State consists of varieties bred by the de-
partment and raised in the State. That is
a performance with no equal inaAny ether
State in the Commonwealth. Some of our
varieties have not only meant much to us
but when introduced into other States have
put uip a very fine performance. There
were 138 competitors in the Royal Agricul-
tural Society's 50-acre c-rop competition
last year, and the average yieldl was 25.7
bushels to the acre. There were nine com-
petitors for the M. T. Padbury trophy
awarded in the wheat yields crop competi-
tion. The whole of the stripped area on
the competitor's holding was included in the
competition and the averacze yield was 1Q
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bushels 17 lbs. to the acre, a phenomenal
yield. Despite the distance between some
of the competitors it was remarkable how
consistently high was the average yield of
the total area stripped. The rain was very
satisfactory Inst year, and the declared
bushel weight was 621/ lbs. The year be-
fore, when we had some pinching out in the
northern part of the State, it was 62 lbs.

The production of export lambs in the
past season has given us cause for optimism,
not only with regard to the present season
but also with regard to the future develop-
ment in our very many rural areas. The
figures of our very rapid production are
certainly gratifying. Last year the record
number of 269,000 earcases was exported.
Of those 238,000 were from Fremantle, and
31,000 from Albany, the increase being
125,000 over the figures of the previous
year. The quality has been consistently
good, even better than that of the
previous year's lambis, and has been
f avourably commented upon in every
marketing district in the United Kingdom.

------- --- hb "'-i been A".t-itltprl.
thle comments have been most favourable
and purchasers have increased their de-
niands for our commodity. The prospects
appear very bright. in giving consideration
to coping with the extended activities the
Government bas, decided to grant a further
loan of £35,000 to the West Australian
Mfeat Export Company for enlargement of
its treatment plant at Robb's Jetty. The
position is being carefully watched, and it
i,pears that when the extensions are corn
pltted the works will be capable of treating
8,000 lambs daily and will have a storage
capacity of 90,000. In continuation of our
experiments in the breeding of lambs, great
satisfaction has been derived from the re-
sults of those marketed from thle Avondale
farin. We sent away 600 lambs last year,
netting 24s. 6d. each at the woris. This
vear we have introduced into the northern
area, at the Chapman farm, the nucleus of a
stud which we consider will do a great deal
towards at least trying out in that district
what can only be contentions, until we prove
them, as to the possibility of early lambs
there. As members are aware, that district
in the case Of the merino is some weeks
earlier than any other part of the State;
and it is felt that when a proper cross suit-
able to the district has been determined, fine

results will accrue from the present work :f
investigation. With hon. members repre-
senting that part of the State, the Govern-
ment is most anxious to prove not only that
such lambs will be earlier than those in the
southern part, but that so great an impetus
will be given to the district that before long
treatment works will be established at thle
northern port. Every consideration is being
given to that aspect. With the addition of
a special officer to undertake instruction and
create enthusiasm in this class of develop-
miental work, we are hoping for excellent
results.

In the dairying districts the past season
has been quite a good one. Particularlv has
thle outlook improved for those who have
gone into the dairving, industry, piot only

becase f th saisfactory season but be-
cause of the better pr-ices for dairy products
generally. The production of butter to the
30th~ June of this year was approximatel '
15,309,000 Abs., ail increase of over 21 per
cent. over that of last year. This increase
resulted in at record export of hutter,

increase of 116 per cent. over the quantity
exported in the previous year. That is defi-
nite progress. It is also most pleasing to
know thait the quality showed a general up.
lift. The production during this season indi-
cates that we shall attain the VRecord of at
least 85,000 boxes for export. Cheese pro-
duction last y ear was 818,264 lbs--slightly
less than that for the previous year. That
is due mainly to the fact that the satisfac-
tory price for butter has attracted people
away from the supply of whole milk for
makiing cheese. The very important work of
the testing of herds has been continued.
Last year the production of over 10,000
cows was tested, and they showed an ave-
rage of 223 lbs. of batter fat per cow, an
increase of 26 lbs. per head over the pre-
vious year. LSo that by the activity of the
deprtiment in endeavouring to create at
quality complex in the dairy farmer, a great
wvork for the State has been done. It is only
by this work that satisfactory culling can
take place in our dairy herds. We find that
settlers in some districts are highly enthus-
iastic on this subject. Endeavours have been
made to start new units in various places
where there is a demand for such work. We
are only htampered in regard to further ex-
tensions by the lack of additional funds.
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Members knowv that wve received some assist-
ance from the Commonwealth Government
iii this matter; but it does appear that this,
like most of the grants and allocations we
receive from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, shrinks year by year. However, this
is one grant as to which I hope that the
amount furnished in the past will be the
amount we shall receive for some years to
come.

I have mentioned the prospects overseas
in a few years' time for the pig industry,
but the p~rospects of that industry were
never brighter than they are at the moment.
It seems tliat for a few years at least we
shall enjoy highly satisfactory prices in the
exporting of frozen pork and pork products
to overseas countries, especially the United
Kingdom. Fortunately the pig industry is
one which can be built upillIi ickl'v ; but it is
disappointing to conteimplate what wvill hap-
pen in a few years from now, when we shall
have to lose the markets which we have cstl,-
lished for our industry to satisfy. Still,
other markets may come into the picture
dui-ing that time, and I would not for an
instant think of doing anything to lessen the
enthusiasm which has been created in the
fornier for this particular adjunct-pigs7
suitable for bacon arid for export-to his
principal industry.

Members are awvare of the activity in con-
nection with the establishment of at dairy
science course at Muresk. I feel that the
department has done a great work in the
establishment of that course, which has
specially interested me personally. I went to
a great deal of trouble in an enideavour to
convince the Federal Minister for Commerce
that Western Australia should receive a
Federal contribution for this purpose.
When the matter was discussed a few years
ago and the prospect of obtaining any
moneys in aid of this project seemed hope-
less, at a moment's notice we proved conchu-
sively to a conference held in Canberra that
Western Australia had an agricultural coil-_
lege which at least could become the nucleus
of a dairy science course. Without that
guarantee, without the assurance that we
could successfully utilise an established col-
lege for that purpose, we could not have got
a penny of that money. Fortunately the
Commonwealth granted £1,400, and the Aus-
tralian Dairy Board £1l,000, whilst a sume of
£3.200 was made available from the Youth
Employment Fund. We have an up-to-date

concern fully in operation, at which students
aire now taking the course to become quali-
fied dairy factory operatives. It is also
hoped that with the erection of this factory
many Of the problems attaching to the in-
dlustry will he considered aind will lie solved.
Further the factory will lie used for short
refresher courses for many factory operatives
of the South-West. That aspect is receiv-
ing attention, as prloved by the number of
inquiries Ave receive front persons desiring
to take the course.

Following- onl lieny e rops in the three pre-
ceding seasons, our apple t rees appeared to
take a natural rest duiring last season.
Thoughi the crop was far from lbeing a
failure, it was definitely on the light side,
and our export trade suffered in consequence.
Whilst it is not general.% admitted by the
trade, I think it should be mentioned, in the
best initerests of the fruit trade of Western
Australia, that becuse of the short crop) and
the desires of those interested in the market-
ing of it insufficient attention was pafid to
the grading of the crop and the quality and
size of apples which were sent overseas.
It seems to ine that in an endeavour to keep
up the number sent ovriseas we slipped a
little in the size, grading aind quality of
some of the apples shipped.

'Member: A short-sighted policy.

The -MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We cannot afford to do that. Our apples
have a wvonderful name overseas. We must
insist upon shipping apples of good quality
and so live upl to tile reputation we have
established in past ,Years. The total quan-
titv of fruit exported was-

Apples
pears
Grapes

538,703 eases
27.000 cases
73,000 cases (nearly)

Nearly 650,000 cases. With regard to the
present embargo by one or two countries
upon our fruit because of the 'Mediterranean
fruit fly, while I do not desire to detain the
House long onl this point, I think members
should know that we must live upl to our
obligations and satisfy the demands of the
countries concerned, if we hope to retain
their trade. In June last, I left the State
for Ceylon in consequence of a request made
to the Government by our frnitg-owers and
fruit shippers. At the time we were in
daonger of losing markets whichl had been
established for .30 years: no matter what
arguments were submitted on paper, they
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received but lit-tle consideration at the hands
of those concerned. The position to-day,
however, is very' satisfactory. In my
view, no0 reason at all exists ivliv even' re-
quiremnent of thlose purchasing countries
should not he agreed to, nor will compliance
mecan dislocation in the preparation of fruit
for- export and its care during transit over-
seas to those countries which have taken big
quantities in thle past.

One industry tht iS materially affected
is the fresh grape industry, which, as I have
mentioned, accounts for an export of 72,000
cases per annum., If, by our methods pre-
vious to export. wve can guarantee that no
fruit fly in a live condition will arrive in
the gralpe, we shall not only continue to en-
joy that trade. but will find it expanding
very quickly. The authorities in Java know
what they desire. and tint is to keep their
country f ree from fruit fly. I have no doubt
that our growers will co-operate with the
Giovernent inl its desire to ensure that our
exports are maintained and that the fruit
is shipped free frim fruit fly. We shall
not be~ affectedl to ii g 1reat extent, e~xeptA
a.- to onoi or two very' early varieties, and ;vc,
shall certainly earn a namne that will mean
anl added income f or the State.

M~r. Sampson: -No frutit fly of any varietY
is yet in Java.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:-
That is so. Even the Queensland fruit fly
-not the 'Mediterranean fruit fly-and the
very commnon fly are still unknown in Java.
So determined are thle authorities in Java to
keep their country free from the fruit fly
that when thle new airways service from
Brisbane to Java, which could land fresh
fruit in Batavia within two days from Bris-
bane, attempted to carry onl that trade, the
Java authorities stopped it because of the
danger of the introduction of the fniit fir.
The Dutch people arc extremely earnest in
their endeavour to keep their country free
f rom this dreaded pest. In our battle
against disease we have had one or two
scares of black spot, fuingus and codlin
moth, but fortunately we were able to con-
trol the outbreaks. How they occur is re-
miarkable. However, we can still say that
thle State is free from the dreaded scourge
of codlin moth, and we hope to keep it
so. The collection of the orchard tax is a
disturbing matter to many people, not only
because of the smialless of the amount, but

becau-se of the inconvenience caused to
people who have to pay it. Good work has
been (lonie with the money so collected. When
we realise that our fruit industry is worth
sutch a large sum to us from our sales over-
seas and our internal consumption, no
one will beg-rudgec the efforts to keel)
the- State as free as possible f rom
pests. The inspectors are doing their
work, we find the people are becoming
inure interested and few cases are reported
of people being obstinate and refusing to
obey inistructionis or requests for the de-
struction of fruit infested with fly or for
the baiting of trees, as was the case in the
past. A general improvement is noticeable
in the outlook of persons concerned in this
matter. At the moment, we have six in-
spectors and if the collecations improve, as
we hope they will, that number will be
added to in the near future.

With reg-ard to the veterinary branch,
fortunately the health of the stock in the
State remains good. There has been no
serious outbreak of any infectious disease,
and( stock owners arc keen to take advan-
tugmi, of new discoveries, which save themn
fromt worry, it varcine or inoculation can
be apl~picd. 'Memibers who have been in the
House only as long- as I have, will reniem-
ber that three or four years ago, we heard
onl thle Estimuates of the lDepartnient of
Agricul Lure very little except complaints
about toxic paralysis and grasshoppers.
Toxic paralysis gave rise to considerable
diseussioni. Due to the encouragtement gi "en
to stock owners and thle very earnest acti-
vities of the officers of the department,
with the co-operation of those whose cattle
were affected, we now hear very little about
that. disease. It is very hard to ascribe all
the results to our veterinarian, but much
goo.)d work has been dlone by him in cradi-
eatilug toxic paralysis anti sinmilar diseases.

The tobacco in~dustry calls for special
mention. Last year our production was
850,1000 lbs. We were third onl the list of pro-
duicers. in the Commonwealth. That yield
was obtained fronm 1,200 acres, the average
yield being 700 lbs. per acre. I have been
hoping- for a great extension of this valn-
ablc: work this year; and at conferences
both in and out of the State I have stressed
the need for further research into tobacco
prollemis. Tobacco is not easily grown fly
those who do not understand its production,
aind tile department felt that every' eneour-
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ag-emen t should be given to the anticipa-
tion of problems and the carrying out of
research work in problems already exist-
ing. Very good work has been done. One
has only to instance what was done to eon-
trot bluie mould to realise what that dis-
covery has saved this State in the growing
of the tobacco crops. I was very concerned
ait Mr. Casey's announcement last Satur-
day that wve were to receive an amiount;
33 per cent. less than the amiount the Coi-
ionwealtl gave us last year. It is shock-
ing to think, when wve know that ultimately
we shall be the greatest tohacco-growing
State in the Commonwealth, that a State
like Newoth WVales, which produced one
per cent. less than wve did last year, will
receive £:3,750, while our allocation for re-
search is reduced to £035.

Mr. Patrick: The amiounts should have
beenf Imfsed on production.

The -MNISTER,1 FOil AGRICULTURE:
If it is to depend onl the nteed for research,
then we should et more than New South
Wales. If it is to depend uipon production,
then wve should receive at least the same
as that State has received. If it were to b)e
based oin anticipated Jproduction, then wve
should certainly rcceive a lot more than
New South Wales. I was assured by one
Minister for Agriculture that his State
-would be prepared to forego sonme of its
allocation in order that Western Australia
might receive a fair deal in this respect.
That is no idle statement. Other Ministers
for Agriculture are sympathetically in-
cdined towards the development of thec in-
dustn- in WYestern Australia. They con-
sider that ire produce a leaf equal in qua?-
ity to that to be found in any other part
of Australia, and the Minister for Agricul-
ture in Queensland said that with our mne-
thod of green-mnanuring, and our ability to
use it, Western Austra lia was destined
producae a quantity anI! quality of leaf at
least equal to that of Queensland's within
a very shiort period. In these circumstances,
it is very disappointing indeed, to say thie
least of it, that the Commonwealth permits
M~inisters of Agriculture to meet to decide
upon the proportionate allocations to hb-
nirde and then, within a week or two, dis-
regard entirely the recommendations re-
ceived from those -Ministers.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Has a protest been
forwarded to the Commonwealth anthor[
ties'!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think the hon. member will give the
GJoverlnment credit for doing that, and do-
mal it in a manner that left no room for
mnisunderstanding. as to its meaning. We
have tried out a method of curing tobacco
leaf with ethylene gas, and that process
promises not only to shorten the period of
curing but to provide a inuch better keeping
quality of leaf. In an endeavour to assist
the growvers in handling their commodity,
the floverniuient has erected a large grading
and bulhimg shied in the tobacco-producing
district. Members canl understand that, in
view of the prospects of the industry, the
tremendous impetus it has. received In re-
cent years, dlue to the enthusiasm of the de-
partment and of those engaged in it, parti-
cularly in the Mlanjinmp district, it has
been a matter of grave concern that when
the Conuiniealth had an opportunity to
assist the industry that assistance was de-
nied to us.

The Committee will be interested to
know that another agricultural industry
with great potentialities is that of the
production of subterranean clover seed. To
those who do not realise just how extensive
this trade is, it will be surprising that last
year 300 tons at clover seed were cleaned
and sold. In order to assist in the certiti-
cation and sale of the seed, we arranged
for inspection and certification as being
true to strain, and also as regards fertility.
With that certification, we found there was
a great increase in the demand for the
seed. Mucht of it was exported to the Eas-
tern States, amid some to New Zealand. The
value of the seed is about £100 a ton, so
that the industry is one to which we should
give every encouragement, particularly as
oar seasons lend themselves to the produc-
tion of seed] of a very good quality.

M1rr. Withers: What are the prospects re-
g-arding- markets for the export of seed?

The INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Fronm inquiries that have been made, it
would appear that there is still a large field
to be exploited, if we take our own State
as n example. Considering what has been
done regarding the introduction of clovers
in New Zealand, it is obvious that the
country lends itself to clover production,
and requires large quantities of quality seed
that we can produce.

Mr. Doney: A number of growers here
are exporting seed to the Eastern States.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is so. Unfortunately, in certain
parts otf the pastoral areas, as indicated by
the M1inister for L-ands the other night,
,drought conditions still continue. When I
introduced the Agricultural Department
Estimates a year ag-o, I mentioned that in
myv electorate a million sheep had been lost.
it is sad to know that in very few intances
have eonditions imiproved since then. In
some parts the conditions have become not-
ably. worse. Where there was a little )M-
proveinent fromn the standpoint of rain, en-
couragemnent wvas given to re-stocking, and
sheep were purchased from South Austra-
liai. They were kept alive by hand
feeding, b;Ut unfortunately not only have
those sheep not yet 'produced, but
miany have since (lied. We have one instance
of a station where 25,000 sheep wvere shorn
four or five years ago, and yet 2,500 cannot
be mustered to-day. There are many such
instances. That represents an appalling
national loss. Unfortunately, it seems
that not until tire middle of next sum-
mier can any relief be expected. In country
rLtr1k U* Ut fl fotainil, whiere 50,000 sheep
were formerly carried well, and throughout
much of the coastal country between Hai-
lin Pool and Carnarvon, the whole area is
wind-swept, nnd throughout thousands of
acres all the natural scrub is dead. Unfor-
tunately, there seems to be no possibility of
relief for many months to come. One of
thle distressing features in the country so
affected, which includes not only the Gas-
coyne but the Mt. Magnet and Murchison
areas, is that there has not been a lambing
for many years.

Mr. _Marshall: Not for five years.

The IMINISTER, FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tho youngest sheep in some districts are six
years old, and no lambs have been produced
from those flocks. The difficulties that the
pastoralists have to face are enormous. The
owners of some properties had no bank
overdrafts, and their method of finance was
simple, as it was a matter of -working on
the wool liens from year to year. Now
they have not only lost their flocks that took
over 30 years to breed up, but they have
hank overdrafts running into many thousands
of pounds. MIIembers will appreciate that
the outlook is indeed serious for those in the
pastoral areas in the North. The increase in
the number of sheep in the agricultural areas

has, to a considerable extent, offset the loss
of production occasioned in the northern
areas.

It is hardly necessary for mne to touch on
many of the activities of this most important
department, but one or two phases could be
inar htoned in passing, such as the prepars-
tion and despatcht to farmers of bacterial
cultures to assist in the establishment of leg-
uniinoug crops. Some members of this
Ilouse have benefited as the result of that
hi-aneh of the work of the Agricultural De-
Jpartment. Over 2,000 bacterial cultures
were sent out this year to enable the seed of
legumnes to be inoculated. As members are
aware, tire establishment of leg-umes in the
first Year, where new land is being developed,
depends very largely upon seed inoculation.
Perhaps I should say a word or two regard-
ing grasshoppers. Two years ago, the ad-
jouranment of the House was moved on the
score that the Government had not done all
it should in regard to that problem. Fortu-
iately there has not been much agitation
along those lines more recently, and

ithsm" :,ce;Zi Zstigesied iat the
Government has not done its duty in
that respect during the last year or two.
As is known we successfully defended our
honour at that time. It must lie admitted
that during tire past few years, since the
pest has been so bad, we have successfully
grappled with the problem of controlling it.
Remarkable it is that the incidence of the
pest has been greatest in disticets where it
did not. appear last year. or did so only to
a minor extent. In the Mfullewa-Geraldton-
Ajana districts, down to Mfingenew, there
have been very serious outbreaks on this oc-
casion. Last year we spent £22,000 in con-
trolling- the pest by baiting and poisoning,
and breaking uip fallowed land in which there
were egg beds. This year we shall not be
able to spend as much as that., because we
are not spending quite so much money in
the ploug9hing of abandoned areas. Fortun-
ately quite a few of these areas have been
Successfully leased and were successfully
cropp~ed during the current year. We are
taking the same precautions this year as
last year and are seeking the wholehearted
co-operation of the road boards, farmers,
and citizens generally in coping with the
pest. The Government has done more than
could have been expected of it in this con-
nection. In the other States nothing, has
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Ibeenl (]ou approaching what we have dlone no rainfall, it is difficult to make them be-
onl a per Capita basis, and ito Government
has ever taken the responsibility we have in
anl endeavour to shoulder thle expense of the
eampaignt against the grasshopper.

Mr. Doaecy : Has thle Pest been as bad here
as it has in the other States?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is contended that it has been worse in
New South Wales. We were guided by the
impoverishment of the farmers in whose dis-
tricts the outbreak occurred. Had we
adopted legislation similar t0 that passed in
South Australia, wvhich meant imposing a
rate on all these properties, the collection of
thle rate making possible the distribution of
poison and bait, not much poison bait-
inur wouldI have been done in this State.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Many holdings
wvould have been abandoned.

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Government did the right thing in not
introducing such legislation at that stage, for
it would have meant additional hardship
upon the settlers, particularly in the areas
which have suffered so much in recent years.

I should like to refer to the banana indus-
try at Carnarvon. Despite drought condi-
tions, it is remarkable that tile industry
should have developed so wvell. In no other
part of the world are bananas grown solely
under irrigation ats is dlone at Carnarvon.
It is very encouraging to note the expansion
of the industry, especially as no rain at all
has fallen in the district in recent times. In
their natural habitat bananlas require a 90-
inch rainfall, while in this State we are grow-
ing the fruit in a rainfall which over the
]last 40 'Years lias~ averaged 9 inches. Had
it not been for the persistence and hard
work of those engaged in the industry,
desplite the dreadful weather conditions and
difileultics they had to overcome in seenning
their water supplies, we would nlever have
had the production last year of 16,000 cases
of the fruit. This year the anticipation is,
despite the dry season, that the production
wilt he increased to a considerable extent.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The quality has
also improved.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, because of the greater knowledge that
has been acquired of the unusual conditions.
When these facts are mentioned in countries
that arc adapted to thle growing of bananas
in a natural wray, and When people are told
that we are growing the fruit where there is

lieve the facts. People who are growing
crops unader unntatural conditions arc
faced with the difficulty of knowing at what
stage in maturity the fruit will earry best.
and at whait stage prior to maturity the cro1ps
should receive full irrigation. We are cail-
dueting experiments in this respect, mid
hope to draw successful conclusions from
them.

an 'y problemls are being investigated by
the department, including the very imnoort-
ant problem of soil erosion. Several comn-
mlittees are oplerating in conjunction with
the officers of the Minister for Lands and
those of the Minister for Works. They pro
dealing also with, problems affecting irrign-
tion and crops grown under irrigation. I
am sure members will agree with me that,
genevill speaking, the department is doing
excellent work for the State.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.86 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUElSTION-WATER SUPPLIES.

Goldfields Braneh, Report.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief
Secretary: 'Will the MNinister lay on the
Table of the House the report of the Gold-


